Victoria Amateur Swim Club

1913

The Victoria Amateur Swim Club, VASC, was founded in 1913 by formenineges of the

YMCA Swim Club. The headline in the local paperson Marci269 13 st ates AAnot
Swi mming Club for Vi cremtlodalawimmers Aavenbanaddie r of pr c
t hemsel ves t oget hé&he meetng was held mtithe ¥MCA orcthe gdonér

of Blanshard and View streets on Friday Apffl #913. Theelected officers at the first

meeting were; President R Rowell, Vice Presid] McNeill (in May Ivy Bell took over this

pasition), Secretary Treasurer G Stott and the first captain was WD WharGorge Park

Bat hs near the Tramway Gor ge thefrsthometsthe ar ea Kkr
club.

# 2 The Pay Bathingdiise, 3 home to the VASC until 1919
#14 VASC compound after 1919 until 1925
#20 The Gorge Hotel




On August 1™ 1913 at 3:00pnthe VASC
hosted a Marathon Swim that started from
the JBAA boathouse and finished at the
Gorge bridge, a distance df@ut 3 miles.
Eleven swimmers entered, Madge Griffin
Royal Life Saving Society, Ivy StraxBell
VASC, WT Stanyon VASC, JMacNeill
VASC, LK Godfrey VASC, D Balnave
VASC, F Cooper Sidney, R Charlie YMCA,
GE Chaffey Vancouver, R Tow and Wm
Thompson Unattagd. Frank Cooper of
Sydney swimming using only the

breaststrokéed the race from start to finish |

andwon the event with a time of one hour
twelve minutes 15 seconds. Only five
swimmers finished the race, three of the
men (Cooper, Stanyon, Godfrey) and th
two ladies (Griffin, Bell).

SWIMMERS’ REPLY -
__TOA. A. U. THREAT

e

To the Sporting Tditor the Tiines.

Dear Sir:—For the benefit of the|
swimmers who have entered for the |
long distance swim which takes plaﬂe!
on Saturday next-at-3-o’clock from the
J. B. A. A. boat-houre to the Gorge
bridge, 1 would be obliged if you will
publish thig letter.

In this morning’'s Coelonist Harry

Skuce, secretary of the local branch of |
the B. C. ... A. U, publishes a state- |
ment that all competitors will be pro-
fessionalized who swim in the above
‘race.
I Such a statement is so absurd that
it hardly deserves the publicity the
morning contemporary gives it, yvet 1
wish to state on behalf of *the Victoria
Amateur Swimming Club that the long |
distanceg race will take place on Sat- |
"urday *d the compétitors —wiit —be-
amateur swinmmdrs, and any slul(-nu'nt%
to-the contrary is not correct,

; The swimmers of Victoria have —the
fullest confidence in  the  (‘anadian
[ Amateur  Swimming  Association  to

“look after their amateur  standing in

,’th(- world of sport and no doubt the

above named gentleman will  become !
aware of the fact in due course.
¥ours very truly,

W.

Victorla Amateur Swimming (lub,

. Muir, Captain. |

Mr. Skuce stated to the Times this
morning that the A. A. U, W()ul(hl
“suspend,” ard rot  “profe xslnnquv,",

any swilmmers the |

coming race.

who took part in




In their first year the club hosted th8 &nual BC
Amateur Swim Championships at the Gorge Beac
August 231913 at 3:00 pniThree Championship :
swims were held; 440 ya e s and
Championships, and the onéeBC championship.
Entries came in from local clubs and some Vancouge
clubs. JohnDavidson (JDMcNeill of the host club
VASCwon t he mewihaatideb vy a
5:01.12)and 1mile BC Championshiwith a time of
22:55)while Madge Griffin 16,a nev member of the
VASC won the laies 440 yard BChampionship
(with a time of 6:22).

The VASC 4X50 relay team of WD Muir (team captain),R Rowell, JD McNeill and LK
Godfrey won the Provincial Championship title, with a time of 1:58, in Port Alleerni
August 291913 beatingthe Vancouver YMCA and Victoria YMCAeams This VASC

relay team of WD Muir (team captain), R. Rowell, JD. McNeill and LK. Godfrey also won
the Vancouver Island Championship in a meet at the YMCA in Victoria OctSHE B3.



