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The Victoria Amateur Swim Club, VASC, was founded in 1913 by former members of the 

YMCA Swim Club.  The headline in the local papers on March 26
th
 1913 states ñAnother 

Swimming Club for Victoriaò, ñA number of prominent local swimmers have banded 

themselves together to organize a clubéò The meeting was held at the YMCA on the corner 

of Blanshard and View streets on Friday April 4
th
 1913.  The elected officers at the first 

meeting were; President R Rowell, Vice President J McNeill (in May Ivy Bell took over this 

position), Secretary Treasurer G Stott and the first captain was WD Muir. The Gorge Park 

Baths near the Tramway Gorge Park, an area known as the ñPayò was the first home to the 

club.   

 

 

 

#  2 The Pay Bathing House, 1
st
 home to the VASC until 1919 

#14 VASC compound after 1919 until 1925 

#20 The Gorge Hotel 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

On August 14
th
 1913 at 3:00pm the VASC 

hosted a Marathon Swim that started from 

the JBAA boathouse and finished at the 

Gorge bridge, a distance of about 3 miles. 

Eleven swimmers entered, Madge Griffin 

Royal Life Saving Society, Ivy Straith-Bell 

VASC, WT Stanyon VASC, JD MacNeill 

VASC, LK Godfrey VASC, D Balnave 

VASC, F Cooper Sidney, R Charlie YMCA, 

GE Chaffey Vancouver, R Tow and Wm 

Thompson Unattached.  Frank Cooper of 

Sydney swimming using only the 

breaststroke led the race from start to finish 

and won the event with a time of one hour 

twelve minutes 15 seconds. Only five 

swimmers finished the race, three of the 

men (Cooper, Stanyon, Godfrey) and the 

two ladies (Griffin, Bell). 



In their first year the club hosted the 7
th
 annual BC 

Amateur Swim Championships at the Gorge Beach 

August 23
rd

 1913 at 3:00 pm. Three Championship 

swims were held; 440 yards ladies and menôs BC 

Championships, and the one mile BC championship. 

Entries came in from local clubs and some Vancouver 

clubs.  John Davidson (JD) McNeill of the host club 

VASC won the menôs 440 yard (with a time of 

5:01.12) and 1mile BC Championship (with a time of 

22:55) while Madge Griffin, 16, a new member of the 

VASC won the ladies 440 yard BC Championship 

(with a time of 6:22).  

 

 

 
The VASC 4X50 relay team of WD Muir (team captain),R Rowell, JD McNeill and LK 

Godfrey won the Provincial Championship title, with a time of 1:58, in Port Alberni on 

August 2
nd

 1913, beating the Vancouver YMCA and Victoria YMCA teams. This VASC 

relay team of WD Muir (team captain), R. Rowell, JD. McNeill and LK. Godfrey also won 

the Vancouver Island Championship in a meet at the YMCA in Victoria October 5
th
 1913. 


