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Competitive swimming on the Gorge peaked in the early 1920ôs.  Several clubs dedicated to 

the sport had set up headquarters on the Gorge, YMCA(YSC) was first in 1908, then the 

Victoria Amateur Swim Club (VASC) and Victoria Ladies Swim Club (VLSC) started up in 

1913,  the Victoria and Island Athletic Association (VIAA) formed in 1914 and the Elks 

Swim Club (ESC) started up in 1920.  Each club was located within a few hundred yards of 

the Gorge Bridge and held its own weekly handicap races, several hosted Provincial and 

Pacific Northwest championships.  

 

Annual meeting of VASC at Carter Hall on January 6
th
 1920 at 8pm 

Election of Officers 

President   Mr. C. Hopper 

Vice President  Mr. T.N. Hibben, Mrs.Bertha McAllister 

Secretary   Gerald Eley Wellburn 

 

March 8 1920 

Discussion on registering the lease for the clubhouse site 

Fees- membership- .50 per year 

Swimmer privileges:   9&under, $1.00 per year  

16&under, $2.00 per year 

over 16, $3.00 per year 

 

March 16 1920 

Club applies for sanction for meet on July 1
st
 to hold BC champs for water polo, ladies 100 

yards and Junior 50 yards 

Moved that lease to be registered 

 

April 14 1920 

Sanction approved for meet to hold BC champs for water polo, ladies 100 yards and 200 yards 

junior relay 

 

May 19 1920 

Opening of clubhouse Saturday May 22
nd

 1920 at 3:30pm with basket picnic and swimming 

programs 

Picnic July 1
st
 at Telegraph Bay (transportation to and back $0.60) 

May 25
th
 ï membership  Adults $3.50  Juniors $2.50 

 



July 5
 
1920 

Mr. J.D. McNeil  thanks club members for wedding presents 

 

July 20 1920 

Application to CASA for sanction to hold annual club gala August 28
th 

1920 

 

August 3 1920 

Permission granted by CASA for Club Gala, 100 yd Ladies BC Championships be adopted 

for the event Mrs. Barrett donated $15.00 towards medals for this meet 

 

August 17 1920 

Paid a plumbing bill for two showers for the clubhouse 

 

December 6 1920 

Yearly club fees for membership effective January 1 1921 set at $1.00 

Swimmer privileges  

   9 and under $ .50 

 16 and under $1.50 

 16 and over $2.50 

 

 

On December 25 1920 the VASC hosted the first Invitational Christmas Day Swim, nine 

swimmers (two of the were female) braved the cold waters to do a few laps.  Tom Wellburn 

won the first race followed by Dave Barcley and George Silburn.  Captain M. Harbord  

offered the club a Challenge Cup as long as the swim remains an annual event.  

.  

1st Annual Christmas Day Swim 


