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It has been a year of tremendous growth for Minnesota Swimming. With the 
Olympics this summer, we should see an even larger period of growth in the post-
Olympic swimming mania. As an LSC, though, we must work to accommodate the 
growth. As many of you are aware, the lack of adequate facilities is the continual 
“thorn” in our side. It has been encouraging to see the progress of many of the 
private facility endeavors being undertaken by individuals and entities within the 
LSC. Please continue to support these efforts to bring new facilities to the LSC. 
 
In this period of growth, many changes are going to take place, which will not 
always be perfect the first time around. Now is the time, athlete, or adult, to become 
involved in Minnesota Swimming. This is an exciting period, but also a period of 
development. I’d encourage anyone who wants his or her voice and opinion heard to 
get involved. It is very rewarding working in the interest of your peers (if you’re an 
athlete), or the athletes (if you’re an adult). The opportunities are endless, so reach 
out to the current leadership if you’re interested in being a part of something special.  
 
This year, the athletes have been busy. At the last HOD, many bylaw changes were 
made that required more athlete participation. As you should notice today, there are 
quite a few more athletes present at the HOD meeting than in years past! The athlete 
committee was fully appointed before the New Year. They’ve met face-to-face on 
one occasion, and had a couple conference calls, too. The added BOD position of 
Athlete Committee Vice-Chair has been a great addition. It is nice to have a 3rd to 
make a 26:3 adult to athlete ratio rather than a 26:2 adult to athlete ratio at board 
meetings. Look to the athlete committee to be expanding its structure and role in the 
coming year as we work out more details, and get more athletes involved.  
 
As always, if you’re an athlete who wants to get more involved or you’re a coach, 
parent, or board member who has athletes that want to get more involved, please let 
us know!  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Van Donkersgoed  
Junior Athlete Representative  
athleterep@mnswim.org  
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