2001 USA Swimming Convention Report – Mark Bellich

Detroit, MI  Sept 11-15, 2001

Proposed Legislation

Create a LC club championship for 18 & unders – tabled

All new USA Swimming member clubs registering for the first time shall complete the new club membership process as required by USA Swimming – withdrawn.

Marshalls shall wear identifying attire effective Jan 1 – approved

Spring Nationals conducted as Long Course effective Jan 1, 2002 – approved

Spring Nationals date changed to end on Saturday following NCAA’s effective Jan 1, 2003 – approved

Allow swimmers to swim in an unlimited number of events at all National Championships – approved

Water depth for teaching starts must be 5’ or more.  Water depth for practice and competition remains same as before. – approved

Resolution to develop a business plan for television opportunities which will be presented at the May 2002 Board meeting.  The Executive Director will prepare the 2003 budget to include the Television Development Fund.  The proposed 2002 Resolution be submitted to the 2002 HOD for adoption. – approved

Age Group Planning Committee

USA Swimming announced as sponsor to USA Swimming.  Mutual chose amateur swimming because of it’s emphasis on family participation.  Swimming sponsorship to continue through the 2004 Summer Olympics.

This funding will enable:

1) Parent Newsletter 6 times/year to supplement SPLASH in off months.  4 will be geared to parents and 2 will be geared to kids.

2) Club oriented newsletter (will go to coaches).  8 issues per year to supplement Coach’s Quarterly in off months.

SPLASH began covering issues in swimming about 4 months ago.  Recent articles include Title IX, High School Swimming.  Upcoming issues will cover Boys in Swimming and Nutrition & Eating Disorders.

Discussion on Body Suit – Southern California Swimming banned the body suit for Age Group swimming at all their meets (shall not extend past the top of the shoulder (acromion bone) nor further down the leg than the knee cap (patella)).  Reasons cited were that it promotes different classes and the supposed benefits of the body suit were geared toward older boys (a way to shave without having to shave).  This has not become an issue in their LSC.

Discussion on the Sports Science Summit that was held Nov 3-4, 2000.  Presentations were made by 6 professionals related to physiological development of athletes.  Issues addressed were maturation of athletes (both chronological and biological), windows of opportunity for training, how to approach long-term training for each athlete, and age of specialization.  Results are to be published in the Oct/Nov issue of Coach’s Quarterly.

Pacific Northwest Swimming discussed their approach to age group swimming in their LSC.  They looked at the reasons why H.S. Swimming and Summer Club Swimming are so popular and developed a team format.  Similar to us, they have structured meets to include all swimmers rather than stratifying by time standards.

· Teams can bring all swimmers.

· Seven meets, one meet per month at multiple locations

· Each meet has 3 levels of competition: Gold, Silver, and Bronze.  Each level is scored to 6 places.

· Each weekend results are compiled and scored as a single meet.  Scoring is to 30 places.

· The scores of the 7 compilations are added together for final team placement.

· Individual High Point are determined each month.

They have monitored their entries since this change and have seen a 20% increase in participation.

Emphasis on Parent Education.  USA Swimming has many materials available to educate parents on swimming.  They have indexed these materials.  Some examples are:

· PEAK kit – includes video, Parent Handbooks, etc. was $70, now selling for $30.

· New Parents Handbook - $1.

· Swimming 101 - $10 for 50.

· Order form on website or contact Lee Lopez.

Eastern Zone Meeting

Elections


Zone Director – Dave Carson


Age Group Planning – Marcy Callen


Tech Planning – Ed Delbert

LC 2002 Zone Meet – STAR Swimming, Buffalo Aug 6-10

LC  2002 Sectionals – Curl Burke – GMU July 26-29

USA Swimming looking for someone to host a Regional Camp – May/June 2002

Motion to add distance events to Zones tabled.


10 & un 500 FR


11-12 200’s, 400 IM, 1000 FR
