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We Swim With Pride, We Win With Honor, We Build Character!

==============================================================================

I.  General Info

Please regularly visit our website at gilroygators.org for up-to-date information on news, events and your personal account information.

The gators have a new phone number (voicemail only). You can leave a message and your call will be returned shortly. Our number is 408-842-3100.

II. Tom Clark, Head Coach  
WELCOME- We have a new swimmer in the advanced group. I want to welcome Macie Kerr to

 the Gator Swim Team. Macie swims in the 13-14 age group with her specialty being in the

 breast stroke. In the few weeks Macie has been on the team she has helped other swimmers to

 work harder.

CCS- Our Gators that are on the high school team have been doing very well. Zack Kendrick has dropped from a 1:04 down to a 58.2 in the 100 fly, Eddie Malick has qualified for 100 breast, 200 IM and the 500 free, Daniel Shields is vary close to the 50 free time, Maegan Collett is very close to the 100 fly and back times and Anthony Lucero has dropped a lot of time in his 200 and 500 free. Great job all.

Summer Season- Mark your calendars! All of our meets including our invitational meet (June 21-22) and CVAL's are on the website. We would like to see as many of our swimmers at this meets as possible.

III. The Caimans ~ Coach Karen

Great to see so many new faces on the pool deck!! WOW!


I was so impressed with the running of the pool during the clinic week (and immediately after we had hosted a two day swim meet!). Coach Jaime and Coach Diane run a fantastic clinic---with the help of so many volunteers, both parents and swimmers.  It was so nice to see all of the swimmers volunteering their time to help with the clinic swimmers as in-the-water instructors.  What a fantastic job you all did, and how nice it is to see you as instructors—everyone did a great job teaching the swimming skills to the new swimmers, and I know the younger swimmers had fun (and it looked as though the instructors were having fun, too!).

With all the new swimmers on the deck, we need to share the pool.  So the lanes may be a bit more crowded than they were during the winter months.  Please remember to be a responsible and conscientious swimmer.  That means you should not be not be stopping in the middle of the pool. 

The fastest swimmer in the lane should be the one leading the lane, and make sure that you circle swim, swimming at the side of the lane (not in the middle of the lane, so that you others can pass). Leave the end of the lane clear, so that the other swimmers are able to finish on the wall, or do a flip turn.

There were only two swimmers representing the Gilroy Gators at the last Junior Olympic Meet:  Maegan Collett and Garrett Pipkin.  Great job to those two swimmers for just QUALIFYING for this meet.  It would be fun to see more Gators at the meets---do look at the posted schedule of meets, and try to sign up for at least one swim meet a month.  

See you at the pool!!

Coach Karen

IV. Swamp Monster News ~ Coach Danielle

Check back for news from the Swamp next month!

V. Crocodile & Mini Gator News~ Coaches Diane/Jaime[image: image3.png]



Crocodile News (
Clinic-
Wow! What a great turnout and group we had!  Many thanks to our many parent and swimmer volunteers.  The clinic would not be a huge success each year without your help.  We had about 65 clinic participants and it ran very smoothly and without a hitch.  

Welcome!-
Welcome to our new Mini Gators and Yellow and Green Crocodiles-we are excited to have you as part of GGST.  So far the groups are doing very well and trying hard as we learn the basics and strokes.  Remember Green Crocs practice M-W-F and Yellow Crocs practice T-TH-F, both from 5-6 p.m.  We will be starting our sticker board reward system so ask if your name is not on the board once you join the team.  This is a great motivator for our swimmers!  
 
Swim Attire & Equipment-
We will be using fins daily for the two Crocodile groups and they are required.  The Mini Gator groups will occasionally use fins but not daily.  If you need to purchase them, check with our office as we have them available from the team store at a discount from regular price as we buy in bulk.  
 
Also, if you have a male swimmer, please be sure to get a speedo or jammer (lycra bike shorts styled) swim suit.  The board shorts and traditional male swim suits act as buckets in the water and weigh the swimmers down and make it difficult to learn proper body position and strokes (and they make the swimmers go slower to boot!).  


Swim Meets-
If your swimmer is a Yellow or Green Crocodile he or she is ready to go to a swim meet.  Many of our mini gators will be ready by the time our first tri-meet rolls around in June so please mark your calendars for our meets.  Meets are a fun way to see each swimmer's progress-we use the "race yourself" approach to swim meets and try to keep them very fun for the swimmers.  Swimmers get to earn ribbons and show us what they've learned so we love to see the kids participate!  We will have a "mock meet" the week before our first tri-meet to help everyone to prepare.  More about this in upcoming issues.
 
Everyone should plan to attend CVALs (our huge championship meet) on August 9th & 10th so please clear that weekend and get ready for a fun meet!


More on Swim Meets-
We attended the recent GGST meet (which ran super smoothly!!) and noticed MANY, MANY (TOO MANY!) Gators without GGST swim caps.  It is extraordinarily difficult to locate our swimmers in the few seconds on the blocks without a GGST cap.  We know they are more expensive, but please use an inexpensive cap at practice and save your GGST cap for meets.  The coaching staff won't miss your swim!  Remember also to check in with the coaching staff BEFORE and AFTER each and every event--we want to give you any last minute advice as well as any feedback after so this is a golden opportunity for improvement that should not be ignored!

Parents-

   Please remember to stay either on the bleachers or against the walls on the benches while your swimmer is in the water.  This allows the swimmers to concentrate on the coach and get the most out of each practice by minimizing distractions to both your swimmer and the other swimmers.  Thanks!

VI. News from our Board of Directors

???????If you have concerns or questions about the Gators or swimming in general please contact one of the following Board members:  Shellie Mayorga (Member at Large) is the liaison between coaches/Board of Directors and the membership.  However, please feel free to contact any member of the Board of Directors with concerns or questions.  Please remember if you wish to talk to your child’s coach, please make arrangements with that coach either before or after practice so they can devote their entire attention on your concerns. You can also e-mail your coach by going to www.gilroygators.org and clicking on the swim group’s icon.

President:  Margaret Seery – mseery2@yahoo.com
Vice President:  Open Position

Member at Large:  Shellie Mayorga – shelliemayorga@yahoo.com
Membership:  Lena Tabron – lptabron@yahoo.com
Treasurer:  Dany Woodhams-gilroygatorsswimteam@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Lisa Nelsen – nelsenmom@gmail.com

Ways and Means: Robin Bean – rx2bean@verizon.net and

Dana Akins – jeffccs@aol.com
Volunteer Coordinator: Amparo Garcia – aapodaca@charter.net
Team Store: Cindy Walling – jwallingcfa@netzero.net
Awards: Denise Brolin

Records: Open

From the President ~ Margaret Seery
Congratulations to all of our swimmers for a great meet on March 29th/30th, and a huge thanks to all of our parent volunteers...everyone did their part, which always makes for a great event!

Upcoming meets – check for events and register early

We have many upcoming swim meets that your child can participate in.  All are listed on the GGST website.  For regular meets (not ‘Tri-meets’), you can register online through the Pacific Swimming Website.  Many of these meets have been closing registration early due to max entries, so if you want your child to participate in one of these meets, be sure to enter early.  

Our ‘Tri-meets’ are scheduled for June 28th, July 5th, and July 12th this season.  Your child must swim at least one Tri-meet to be eligible to swim in the CVAL championship meet at the end of the season.  You can register online through the GGST Website for Tri-meets.  When you do this, our website tracks all GGST swimmers who plan to swim this event and produces a list for the coaches to use when determining heats and relay teams.  Your coaches will also be in communication with you about whether your child plans to participate in a Tri-meet or not.

It is really important to understand the distinction between Tri-meets and a regular sanctioned meet when it comes to registration.  You will only see the ‘SIGN UP FOR THIS EVENT’ button on the GGST website for Tri-meets or other team parties/social events for which we simply keep a list of individuals attending for planning purposes.  You will NOT see the ‘SIGN UP FOR THIS EVENT’ button for regular sanctioned meets.....because you MUST go through the Pacific Swimming website to register for them, including making selection of each event your child intends to swim.  If you have any questions feel free to ask your child’s coach or someone at the pool office.

For all GGST home-hosted meets (Tri-meet or otherwise), the ‘JOB SIGNUP’ button is enabled.  You can click on this button to sign up for volunteer positions required to run these meets (example timing shifts, snack bar, hospitality, etc).

Enthusiastic, productive, volunteers needed!

We are still seeking a Vice President for our GGST Board of Directors.  If you are someone who has a positive outlook, an eye for efficiency, and a desire to input your effort to make GGST a truly great experience for your child, please consider stepping up for this role.  

Thanks to Kathy Lucero who has volunteered to take over team records from the Pribyls.
Margaret Seery

Treasurer’s Report ~ Dany Woodhams
Welcome to all new and returning swimmers.   IMPORTANT BILLING INFORMATION! We have made two changes to our billing system.  

· First, we have returned to billing at the beginning of the month.  Dues are payable on the first of the month and are considered late by the 10th.  
· Second, we have implemented a new online payment/communication program called Team Unify.  A password will have been sent to anyone new who has been entered into the system.  You can check your invoices and payments online.  Invoices are generated for the following month on the 20th and at that time any unpaid invoices are automatically charged a $25 late fee, so be sure to check your account often and report any problems. As an example, your May invoice will be generated on April 20th.  Any changes to your account such as swimmers going inactive should be brought to our attention before that time.  Invoices are sent out on or around the first of every month.   The system accepts credit cards, but processing is only on the first of every month.  

The first month you enroll your card, you may want to pay by check to avoid a late fee.  A reminder will be emailed a few days before the 20th to any accounts with balances.  Please email treasurer@gilroygators.org with any questions. 

Team Store ~ Cindy Walling 
Team store has items for sale whenever the office is open.  We have caps, fins and goggles on hand.  We just received a supply of silicon practice caps so be sure to take a look.  We also have a limited supply of girls swim suits and boys jammers as well as pool buoys, hats, and tees shirts available, stop by and check them out.  

Team suits will be available to try on and order April 28th thru May 7th.  The suits will be the same suit as last year, Black with Gator embroidered in green on the suit.  These are not returnable so be sure to try on a suit from the sizing kit to order the correct size.

Gator Caps in either silicon or latex with names printed on them, will be available to order at the same time. This is the only time this year we will be able to offer the printed names so don't forget to place your order if you are interested.

Upcoming Events/Calendar[image: image2.wmf]


Mark your calendars!



May 3-4

Zone 1 South Long Course C/B/A – UC Santa Cruz



May 17-18

SLUG Aquatics Zone 1S Long Course C/B/A – Santa Cruz

June 7-8 

Lynbrook Aquatics Zone 1S Long Course C/B/A – San Jose



June 21-22

GILORY GATORS STWIM TEAM PACIFIC SWIMMING ZONE






 1S SHORT C/B/BB - GILROY



June 6


Team Photos



June 28

Tri-Meet Gilroy High School



July 5


Tri-Meet Gilroy High School



July 12


Tri-Meet Gilroy High School

                     Please check the Gilroy Gator Website for more details on each event.

VIII.
Recycle Old Swim Caps!

The XTERRA ECO TEAM wants your old swim caps. Do you have extra caps left over from 2007 races? Are you a race director and need to get rid of some leftover swim cap inventory? Now you have a place to go with them: the XTERRA ECO TEAM has started a promising recycling effort that will turn old swim caps into flip flops. The product is currently under research and development with a prominent and eco-conscious outdoor clothing company. Expect to see cool newly recycled flip-flops at transition areas everywhere in 2008!   We have a recycle bin at the pool office for our kids to put their unwanted swim caps in. We hope people participate!

Quote of the Month:

We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt
32nd president of US (1882 - 1945) 

************************************************************
                         We would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors:

California Custom Sheds
888-756-4237
www.californiacustomsheds.com
North of Salinas at Hwy 101 and Ralph Ln. 
Just 2 mi. South of exit for Hwy. 156 West
Michael McKeever DDS
847-1118
7880 Wren Ave. Ste. A-111
Gilroy, CA  95020

************************************************************






