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TEAM HISTORY
The Dynamo Swim Club traces its beginning back to 1964 when a group of neighborhood swim clubs in North Atlanta formed the Sandy Springs Swimming Association.  The following year this organization first began calling itself the "Dynamos”.  During the early years, the team progressed in spurts... prospering when it could find adequate pool time, surviving when pool time was not available.  The team traveled from one facility to another in search of a permanent home and stability.

Two major developments took place in 1973 making this year a decisive one in the team's development.  First, the Dekalb County Recreation Division adopted the team and changed the name to the "Dekalb Dynamos”.  The county provided the facilities and financial support that was needed for so many years.  Since then, the County's support has been vital to the team's growth and success.

1973 also saw the formation of the Dynamo Parents' Club, Inc.  With this group, the dream of an aquatic facility was born. The Parents' Club began as a booster organization that administered the team and assisted the County with funding.  As time went on, the Parents' Club took on greater fiscal responsibility for the team and began looking for ways to provide additional water time.  In 1979, the Dynamo Parents’ Club inherited full control of the team, launched an ambitious program to build its own swimming complex and adopted its present name - "Dynamo Swim Club."

On November 8, 1980, the team realized its long-sought dream of a home facility with the dedication of the Dynamo Community Swim Center in Chamblee, GA.  This permanent home allowed the Dynamo program to make tremendous progress both organizationally and competitively and helped to establish Atlanta as one of the major swimming centers in the United States.

The Dynamo program has been fortunate to have head coaches with outstanding leadership and coaching talent.  Coach Pat Hogan led Dynamo for 10-plus years and laid the foundations of the organization and program, as we know it today.  Coach Hogan is one of the best coaches in the nation.  Swimming with Coach Hogan at Dynamo were elite athletes Richey Hughey, Sandy McIntyre, and Virginia Diederich.  

In Coach Hogan’s last year, a promising young assistant named David Marsh took over when Coach Hogan briefly retired from coaching.  Coach Marsh was head coach for only a year; however, he had a profound effect on the future focus of the team.  After Dynamo, Coach Marsh moved on to coach the men’s and women’s swim teams at his alma mater - Auburn University.  During Coach Marsh’s tenure at Auburn, Auburn has won both men’s and women’s NCAA and conference titles multiple times generating national and international swimming stars.

Coach Alex Braunfeld followed these two outstanding coaches. He was a leader who put Dynamo Swim Club on the National and International swimming map.  Within two years, Dynamo won the USA Swimming 18 & Under National Championships for women and was the 2nd place team over-all.  In 1989, Dynamo produced its first American record holder, Mary Ellen Blanchard.  At the 1989 USA Swimming National Championships, Mary Ellen set the American record in the 100 and 200-meter breast.  During his four-year tenure at Dynamo, Coach Braunfeld led the team to a Top 5 finish at every Nationals Championship.  Dynamo swimmers Eric Wunderlich and Mary Ellen earned spots on the USA World Championship and Pan Pacific teams.  Dynamo swimmer Carlton Bruner also made the United States Pan Pacific team in 1991.  Dynamo swimmer Lisa Summers made the United States Pan Am team in the 200 IM and brought home a Gold medal.  Mary Ellen broke the American record in the 200 breaststroke and Eric Wunderlich set the short course meter 200 breaststroke record.  In 1990, Dynamo had more swimmers ranked in the Top 50 in the World than any other club in the World.  Carlton Bruner and Eric Wunderlich followed Coach Braunfeld when he left to be an assistant coach at the University of Michigan.  While there, Eric won an NCAA title and both he and Bruner made the 1996 USA Olympic Team competing in Atlanta, GA.

During the 1987-88 season, Gwinnett Aquatics merged with Dynamo creating a second training site.  That same year, Dynamo opened a new outdoor 50-meter pool at the Swim Center.   In 1989, the Dynamo Parents' Club hosted and was responsible for running the USSR-USA Dual Meet.  This event was critical to the selection of Atlanta for the site of the 1996 Olympics.

Steve Bultman followed Coach Braunfeld as Dynamo Head Coach.  Coach Bultman was one of the 1988 Olympic Coaches for the USA, while still at Greater Pensacola Aquatic Club.  At Dynamo, he coached outstanding swimmers Ashley Roby, Shawn McNew and Olympian Beth Barr.  Coach Bultman then moved to be an assistant coach at the University of Georgia and now is the Head Women's Coach at Texas A&M.

Dynamo offered its services in 1996 as an Olympic training site for water polo, synchronized swimming, and the Paralympic swimming competition.  During the 1995-96 season Dynamo opened its third training facility with Coach Pierre Fontaine leading the team.  This facility was located in Alpharetta, GA in North Fulton County.  This expansion helped to better serve existing members, attract new members, and expand community aquatic programs.  The new facility featured 2 indoor pools, a weight room and office space.  Coach Doug Coers, the first head coach at Alpharetta, quickly made the program one of the most dynamic at Dynamo.

In 1997, shortly after Pierre LaFontaine resigned as Head Coach, Coach Braunfeld returned to Dynamo as interim Head Coach.  That fall Alpharetta head coach Doug Coers was killed in a tragic car accident.  Six months later, the Dynamo Parents’ Club hired Coach Ed Spencer as their new Head Coach with Coach Braunfeld leading the coaches and swimmers at Alpharetta facility.  In the next 5 years, these two coaches worked together to produce over 200 new team records, 27 new Senior National qualifiers, two individual US Swimming National champions, two US Swimming National 18 & Under team titles, three top-three finishes in the women’s scoring at USA Swimming Nationals, a USA Swimming National age group record and a first place team finish at the 1999 Summer Southeast Junior Championships.  An astounding five Dynamo swimmers were named to US National teams competing abroad in 2003.  Since 2002, Dynamo has been recognized as a “Gold Medal Club” by USA swimming.  Also during this time the Chamblee facility added a new "Dynadome" enclosure of the 50m-pool and a innovative solar heating systems for the pools at Chamblee and Alpharetta.

In 2004, Dynamo took 14 athletes to the US Olympic Team Trials in Long Beach, CA.  Coach Spencer retired following Olympic Trails and Canadian Coach Mark Temple replaced him as Dynamo’s Head Coach.  In July of 2005, both Coach Temple and Coach Braunfeld left Dynamo.  

In August of 2006, Coach Jason Turcotte was hired as Head Coach and CEO of Dynamo, and our present structure started taking shape.  Dynamo continues its Gold Medal Club status with USA Swimming through 2008.

