FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

9/10 and 11/12 Age Group Championship Meets:  78 Final Eight Finishes For Peddie Aquatics
Hightstown, New Jersey, March 8, 2011 – In the first two meets of the short-course championship season, Peddie swimmers swam to 78 final eight finishes at the 9/10 and 11/12 Silver/Bronze Championships.

Swimming in 12 year old events at the 11/12 Silver/Bronze Championships at Raritan Valley Community College on March 5 and 6, Nika Blank placed 3rd in both the 100 free (1:01.28) and the 100 back (1:08.44), 4th in the 400 IM (5.24.64), and 5th in the 200 back (2:32.36). Kate Ellsworth finished 3rd in the 100 breast (1:28.53). Maia Hauschild finished 5th in the 100 fly (1:19.87), 7th in the 400 IM (5:37.03) and 8th in the 200 back (2:37.95). Adviti Sarang took 5th in the 50 back (36.00) and 8th in the 100 breast (1:23.59).  Skyler Caruso finished 6th in the 200 breast (3:36.19). Alexandra Mardaga took 7th in the 50 breast (38.16). Paige Clarke took 8th in the 100 back (1:22.17).
In 11 year old events at the meet, Megan McNamara won the 200 fly (3:46.24) and Austin Cawley won the 200 breast (3:02.04) and placed 7th in the 100 breast (1:25.44) and 500 free (6:06.40).  Justin Keve took 2nd in the 100 back (1:19.83), 3rd in the 100 IM (1:18.49) and 8th in the 200 back (2:50.47). Maddie Whaley placed 2nd in the 200 breast (2:53.76), 4th in the 400 IM (5:31.35), 7th in the 200 IM (2:39.67), and 8th in the 100 breast (1:23.77). Brigid DiBlasio took 2nd in the 200 free (2:28.89) and 7th in the 200 back (2:40.38). Isabella Giglio finished 5th in the 200 breast (3:35.63).
At the 9/10 Silver/Bronze Championships at Newark Academy in Livingston on February 26 and 27, swimming in 10 year old events, Allyn Bright won the 100 fly (1:29.31) and Allie McDaid won the 200 free (2:46.66) and placed 2nd in the 200 IM (2:57.44), 4th in the 100 IM (1:23.26) and 5th in the 100 back (1:32.35). Maddy Laurash took 2nd in both the 200 IM (3.16.08) and 100 breast (1:31.18) and 8th in the 50 fly (43.07). Ryan Morris took 2nd in the 50 back (43.31), 4th in both the 100 IM (1:34.76) and the 100 free (1:22.44), 6th in the 100 back (1:31.18) and 7th in both the 50 fly (47.50) and 50 free (38.77). Alex Newberg placed 2nd in the 200 free (2:57.85) and 4th in the 100 back (1:29.00).Brynn Peterson finished 2nd in the 100 free (1:10.53) and 5th in the 50 free (31.94).  David Kalajdzic finished 2nd in the 200 IM (3:13.26) and 3rd in both the 100 free (1:12.73) and the 50 breast (43.85) and 7th in the 50 free (33.54). Charlie Lu finished 3rd in the 100 back (1:34.35), 5th in the 50 free (37.86) and 6th in the 50 back (45.51). Katherine Xiong finished 3rd in the 50 fly (41.31). Cassandra Dill placed 4th in the 50 back (38.05) and the 500 free (6:53.31) and 7th in the 100 free (1:12.82). Nicole Mardaga finished 4th in the 100 fly (1:39.66) and 8th in the 200 IM (3:07.38). Christian Galindo placed 4th in the 200 IM (3:27.79), 5th in the 100 back (1:30.98) and 6th in the 500 free (8:05.61). Katie Thomsson took 5th in the 100 free (1:11.91), 6th in both the 200 IM (3:02.42) and 200 free (2:38.86) and 8th in the 500 free (7:08.76).  Melanie Fichera placed 6th in the 100 back (1:23.13).  Zakaria Belbina placed 8th in the 100 back (1:39.86).  Aaron Uy finished 8th in the 50 fly (47.77).
Swimming in 9 year old events at the meet, David Nicholson won both the 50 back (36.20) and 200 free (2:40.99) and placed 2nd in the 50 fly (39.62), 3rd in the 100 IM (1:24.88), and 5th in the 100 free (1:13.67). Gabriela Youngken won the 200 IM (3:07.90) and placed 3rd in the 100 fly (1:31.59). Katherine Xiong took 4th in the 100 free (1:20.57). Ethan Yuan finished 4th in the 50 breast (49.10). Aarushi Roperia finished 7th in the 50 breast (49.73).
Peddie Aquatics Association is a year-round senior and age-group level swim program which holds membership with the USA Swimming Organization. PAA offers professional coaching and technique instruction to the competitive swimmer and is committed to personal development within the team’s structure.   The team consists of approximately 170 athletes ranging in age from 5 years old to seniors in high school. PAA is in its 17th season since its revival in 1993. PAA has been under the direction of Head Coach Sue Moyer Cozzone since 1998 and is staffed by committed, experienced, and enthusiastic coaches.  
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