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The next section of the Meet Flyer is labeled "Eligibility". This section tells you which teams are invited,what date is used for determining a swimmers age, defining age groups for the meet,  if "On Deck" registration is available and any restrictions on who swims, or which events may be swum. It would seem that this section would be pretty straight forward, and for some meets it is, but others have a complicated set of criteria for determining who may swim.


USA Swimming sanctioned meets are only open to those swimmers who's registration is current.   When you host a meet, Arizona swimming sends a file to merge with your Meet Manager program that will flag any swimmer not in the data base as having a current registration. If your swimmer is flagged you will be required to produce their current registration card. Some teams keep all the registration cards and the coaches bring them to meets, so that they don't need to rely on kids to remember them.  


Some meets are open only to certain teams and others are open to anyone, including out of State Swimmers. Inviting some teams and not others to a meet is a way of controlling the size of the meet, it usually means that there are other meets sanctioned for that same weekend so that each team has an option to swim.


On deck registration means that you may register a swimmer with USA Swimming, at the meet, and they will be eligible to swim the meet. If it is available, a higher than normal fee is charged and you must produce a birth certificate in order to register your swimmer.


A swimmer who has a birthday during the meet does not have to change age groups during the meet. There is usually a sentence in this section that says, "Swimmers age on (date) shall govern for the meet". USA swimming has a rule that says the age of the swimmer on the first day of the meet determines the age group they swim for the entire meet.


This section also tells you if there is a time standard that has to be met, and if so what it is. In addition to Arizona's age group Regional times and State Q times, some meets use national time standards for entry. For meets that have sessions for both age groupers and seniors there may be different requirements. Some time standard meets allow a "bonus" event for each event that a swimmer enters with the qualifying time. This means that if the swimmer qualifies in one event they may swim two, two qualifying times will get you 4 swims, up to the maximum allowed. If there is a lot of information in this section, you may have to read carefully to find out if your swimmer qualifies for the meet.


Proof of Time: If the meet has a time standard for entries there may be a requirement to provide proof that the swimmer actually achieved the time. Some meets require that the proof be provided before swimmers are seeded into the meet and others will seed the swimmers and only ask for the proof if the swimmer fails to achieve the time standard. If you are asked to provide proof  that your swimmer has achieved the time you need to provide the name and the date of the meet where the time was swum. The team has the information on file and usually the coaches take care of this. There may be a fine levied, by Arizona Swimming, if a swimmer is entered in a meet that has a time standard and it cannot be proved that they achieved the time prior to the start of the meet.


Swimmers with disabilities are usually welcome to enter any meet sanctioned by Arizona Swimming. However, since special accommodations may be required for them, the coach must tell the meet director at the time they enter a disabled swimmer. There are different rules for swimmers that may not have the use of arms or legs, deaf swimmers need visual cues since they can't hear the starting horn. When the host team knows ahead of time that there will be a swimmer with special needs, arrangements can be made to make sure they have the same chance for a quality swim as everyone else.

