
               
 
 

 
 
 

During my time on the MSI Board, I have seen a number of great advancements – but I also feel 
like there is so much more room to improve. One area that has gnawed at me and continues to do 
so is the accessibility and transparency of our decision-making processes. This was again brought 
home to me last week. I was approached by a longtime coach expressing concerns about the MSI 
time standards for SUMMER 2018. The question was where should those concerns be taken. My 
immediate kneejerk reaction was “the Age Group Committee” of course. But then I looked. It 
appears the AG Committee last met 7/16/17 – over 6 months ago. Then I looked further. The 
Athletes Committee appears to have last met 8/20/17. The Disability Committee does not appear 
to currently exist nor does the Diversity Committee. Some committees appear to have active 
calendars that are available to the membership – such as Safe Sport or Senior Committee or Tech 
Planning.  
But, in my opinion, we have to do better. 
I also believe the inconsistent availability of committee meetings negatively impacts upon the 
Board. Just last month there were multiple proposals presented to the Board – that had never 
gone through any prior committee discussions. These proposals were important. They deserve 
serious discussion and serious consideration. Introducing proposals at the last minute and 
crammed into the tail end of a Board meeting for a few minutes of random conversation does no 
benefit to anyone. 
I again urge all of us: we serve an important role for thousands of athletes and families across the 
state. I believe we all support the efforts of our athletes to be the best they can be. Shouldn’t we 
hold ourselves to that same standard to do the best that we can. Whether that means submitting 
reports or preparing for meetings or convening meetings of committees to dig into important topics 
that deserve more attention. 
 
On a more upbeat note, the details of the 2018 Swimposium are being finalized. 
The date is Saturday 4/21/18 to be held at the MINNEAPOLIS MARRIOTT NORTHWEST in 
Brooklyn Park. Speakers include: 
 
Tom Ugast    CEO Nation’s Capital Swim Club 
Tony Young   Illinois Swimming Sport Director 
Bruce Stratton  Olympic Trials Administrative Referee, Past President USA Swimming 
Rasa Troup   Minnesota Vikings Team Dietitian, 2008 Olympian 
 
Several additional athlete speakers are still being finalized (hopefully by the time of the Board 
meeting). 
 
A feature never previously offered will be a trade show. A wide variety of vendors have been 
approached including equipment suppliers; technology companies; pool companies; and others. 

Please spread the word among your clubs. This event will be far more successful and beneficial 
with a large audience interacting with the speakers. Any questions – reach out to me. 
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