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There is not a lot to report at this time.  I would simply call your attention to the following: 

Rules Changes 

Most importantly, the rules regarding the swimming of the freestyle leg of the individual medley and 
medley relay were clarified, in accordance with the clarifications issued by FINA.  Effective September 21 
2017, when a swimmer in the IM or Medley Relay comes off the wall for the freestyle leg of the event, 
or within the freestyle leg, he/she  may leave the wall toward their back as long as they are toward their 
breast when executing their first kick and/or stroke.  

In addition, on relays, the second, third and fourth swimmers are prohibited from starting on the top of 
the adjustable back plate.  A swimmer must have at least part of one foot in contact with the starting 
platform in front of the adjustable back plate during a relay exchange.  Judging this will normally be the 
responsibility of the relay take-off judges.   

Also, the "handgrips” for the forward start which may be installed on the sides of the starting platform, 
cannot be used for backstroke starts.  

There are other changes that will take effect with the next rule book effective May 1 2018 regarding 
timing, seeding and positive check-in for timed final events. 

Officiating 

It was made clear again at the convention that an error in preparing the DQ slip does not automatically 
result in the DQ being overturned; it is all right to correct the slip.  The slip is not required by the rules 
and has no bearing on the DQ itself.  However, if the problem with the slip concerns which heat and/or 
lane was disqualified, then that may be a basis for overturning the disqualification. 

Our USA-S and YMCA Trainers have scheduled twenty-eight training classes for this Fall all across our LSC 
area.  They run through the end of October, so no official or prospective official has an excuse for not 
attending a clinic. 

As we begin this season, we have 500 current officials in New Jersey, many of them dual USA-S/YMCA 
certified officials.  If the past holds true, 15% of them will not renew, mainly because their swimmers 
graduated out of the program.  We’ll train over a hundred new candidates and 75% of them will 
complete the test and apprentice sessions.  Hopefully we’ll again have a small net gain in our numbers.  
But it is not just raw numbers but how many officials work more than the minimum required number of 
meet sessions for recertification that is important.  Also important is how many clubs have sufficient 
numbers of officials who regularly work meets. 

 



We continue to need the support of the coaches in encouraging more people to become officials and 
work meets.  There are still too many “takers” who never supply officials for the meets, leaving it to the 
others to do so. 
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