[image: image1.jpg]NEW JERSEY
SWIMMING








NJ Swimming Application for Observed Meet










2017-2018

New Jersey Swimming

Procedures for Observed Swims

An observed swim is a swim observed by assigned USA Swimming or YMCA officials for conformance with USA Swimming technical rules in a meet conducted under other than USA Swimming rules.  Normally such observations are requested for meets conducted under NCAA or NFHS rules.  YMCA teams planning to conduct a meet following USA-S rules should apply for the meet to be approved rather than observed.

The USA-S administrative rules (Rule 202.7) deal with specifically identified swims.  However, in practice, many meets are done as a blanket observation, meaning that the observers watch all swims, not just those specifically identified.  When this is being done, it is important for the observers to have no responsibilities beyond observing all the swims.
Application for an Observed Meet

All requests for Observed Meets must be submitted to the NJS Administrative Office for review and approval by the LSC General Chair, the LSC Officials Chair and the LSC National Times Chair at least two weeks prior to the meet.  

Requests for an observed meet must be submitted on the appropriate form. The observed meet request forms can be found on the NJ Swimming website. 

Only season ending championship meets and other championship style meets are eligible for observation.  Dual meet, tri meets, state tournament elimination dual meets, etc. are not eligible for observation.
Such observed meets, when approved, must be conducted in accordance with USA-S Rule 202.7 in its entirety.
The rules allow for officials who are dual certified as USA-S/YMCA officials and certified by the organization conducting the meet to serve in the roles of both meet official and observer.  However, where the meet host is requesting blanket certification of all swims, it is strongly recommended that the observers not be involved in the conduct of the meet so they can devote their full time to watching the swims. 

Once approved, the NJS National Times Chair in conjunction with the NJS Officials Chair will ensure that the SWIMS Time Module Policy and Guideline Manual is enforced. A link to this manual is maintained on the Officials page of the NJS web site. 
A processing fee of $25 must accompany the request of an observed meet.  Checks should be made payable to NJ Swimming.   In addition, the meet host must sign and submit the following statement to the NJS Administrative Office:
In granting this approval it is understood and agreed that USA Swimming and NJ Swimming shall be free and held harmless from any liabilities or claims or damages arising by reason of injuries to anyone during the conduct of the event.
_________________________________          _________

Signature of Meet Director             Date
Post Meet Requirements

 Upon conclusion of the meet, results for the meet should be submitted to the NJS Administrative Office for inclusion within the SWIMS database.   Only those swimmers who have a valid USA-S identification number entered in the meet results will have their times passed through to the SWIMS database.
In addition, a Disqualification Log from the observers should accompany the results so the Administrative Office can remove any disqualified swims for USA-S purposes from the results prior to entry of the results into SWIMS.

The results should be accompanied by the following statement from the USA-S or YMCA observers:

Statement of Observers

We observed the conduct of the above-named meet and attest that except as noted, the meet was conducted in accordance with Article 202.7 of the USA Swimming Rules and Regulations and the individual swims were performed in accordance with the USA Swimming technical rules (Rules 101-105). 

USA-S Certified Official (Print Name)                

Official Signature / Date
USA-S Certified Official (Print Name)

                           Official Signature / Date

Meet Director Name Print



          Meet Director Signature / Date 

Meet Referee Name Print



           Meet Director Signature / Date 

A copy of the meet results was sent to the NJ Swim Office, on                                          (date). 

NEW JERSEY SWIMMING, INC., 
1933 ROUTE 35, STE 105 PMB 349, Wall, New Jersey USA 07719-3502 
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