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Derek J. Gelber was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, where he always had a love for the water. He swam competitively for Parkway Swim Club, under Duffy Dillon, helping them secure multiple championship titles in the mid-1990s.  In 1996, he swam for his local high school, securing two individual State Titles, multiple State Records, and was named Missouri State Athlete of the Year.  In 1998, Derek signed with the University of Georgia Men’s Swimming Team under Head Coach Jack Bauerle, where he soon became an SEC, NCAA and Olympic Trial Qualifier. During his time at Georgia, Derek made the Academic Honor Roll and Dean’s List, graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Education with a major in Sports and Recreation Management.  Following graduation, Derek moved to South Florida.  His coaching experience spans from the “Learn-to-Swim” age group to USA Masters Swimming. As an athlete, Derek has numerous swimming accomplishments, which include: Junior National Champion 100 m Freestyle, Junior National bronze medalist 200 m Butterfly, USA silver medalist 200 m Butterfly & USA bronze medalist 800 m Freestyle Relay (Team USA in Israel, Maccabiah  Games). 
Derek is CPO certified and an ASCA Level II certified coach. He has begun building upon his coaching accolades since joining the Gulliver Swim Club in Miami, Florida in early 2015.  In his first two years as an assistant coach, Derek has been a part of three State Championship Titles.  He is also the Head Coach of Gulliver’s United States Masters team.  Since Derek took over in February 2015, his team has had the largest growth of any Masters team in the United States.  

