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AIKEN - There is nothing like a dip in the pool during the lazy days of summer. That splash can now become part of a regular exercise 
program offered for the first time this summer at the University of South Carolina-Aiken. 
 

The USC-Aiken Wellness Center is set to initiate its summer swimming program 
on Monday with the opening of the new swimming facility. The main feature of the 
natatorium is a 25-yard pool with six lanes and locker rooms. 
 
Although it is not Olympic-size, the pool is built to U.S. Swimming Association and 
NCAA regulations. 
 
Scott Christie, former pool manager and coach at the Birmingham, Mich., Athletic 
Club, has been tapped to run the new program and also will serve as swimming 
instructor at the facility. He will split his time with the Aiken-Augusta Swim League, 
which played a major role in making the natatorium a reality. 
 
"We have been working on this for two years," USC-Aiken biology professor Hugh 
Hanlin said. 

 
A vice president and past president of the swim league, Dr. Hanlin served on the faculty committee organized in the spring of 1995 to 
plan and lend guidance to the project. 
 
The first step was getting approval for a construction bond for USC-Aiken from the Aiken County Council, which was done in 1994. No 
county money was used in the construction of the facility, assistant county administrator Joan Wilson said. 
 
A sizable part of the funding for the upkeep of the facility is coming from private sources. 
 
"The swimming community has been involved since the beginning," Dr. Hanlin said. "That includes a quarter of a million dollar 
endowment from the ASL. The interest on the endowment will be used for the upkeep of the pool." 
 
Since the facility will be open year-round, members of local swim teams will no longer have to drive to Augusta to practice, Dr. Hanlin 
said. 
 
Officials with the Wellness Center, however, stress that the facility will be open to the public. 
 
Although the USC-Aiken Summer Swim Program will not take the place of public swimming pools, it will be open for public use. 
 
"We want to serve in the best way possible, but it will be through a structured program and be more fitness-oriented," Mr. Christie said. 
 
The program is to be operated through the Wellness Center, which offers membership to individuals affiliated with the university and 
includes exercise and health spa facilities. 
 
The Summer Swim Program, however, will be open for public membership at $75 for individuals and $150 for families. Swimming lessons 
and clinics are planned for the summer, and annual memberships will be available in the fall. 
 
Mr. Christie said the natatorium also would be available for rent for parties by individuals and civic groups. 
 
Plans for the facility include special programs for youth and adults and swimming camps. 
 
"The university already sponsors camps in sports such as baseball and tennis," said Deidre Martin, USC-Aiken public information 
director. "Now we have the facilities for swimming." 
 
Construction began on the $1.25 million facility in July 1996, said John Malmrose, USC-Aiken director of operations. 
 
Aside from some minor equipment adjustments, the building is "substantially complete," he said. 
 
Beginning Monday, pool hours will be from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday. The pool will be open from 
noon to 7 p.m. Saturdays and from 1 to 6 p.m. Sundays. 
	


