
 
To our Illinois Swimming Members:   

   

Since the most recent State of Illinois COVID-19 mitigations went into effect in November, the Illinois Swimming 

Board has been working on several fronts to expand the potential programming Illinois Swimming Clubs can 

offer our members. One of these avenues led us to conversations with the risk management staff of USA 

Swimming. This staff oversees both the individual insurance that comes with USA Swimming membership, as 

well as the liability insurance many clubs depend on for coverage. 

 

Discussions centered on the effect of the current COVID-19 mitigations put in place by the state and the effect 

those mitigations may have on various coverages provided. We feel it is important to share what we learned. 

 

According to USA Swimming staff, “If there is an injury or a claim for damages and it was determined that the 

club either should not have been conducting the activity (ie: training) or was deviating from local laws (ie: should 

not have been open) or violating USA Swimming protocol (ie: no certified coach), then there would be a high 

likelihood that the insurance company will or would deny the claim.” Where “a club deviated from known legal 

guidelines or governmental mandates,” denials “would be based on an intentional acts exclusion - intentionally 

violating a rule or regulation that is known…”. 

 

As insured parties, it is important for all clubs and members to know and understand the implications of their 

choices. It is imperative that guidelines put out by the Office of the Governor, Illinois Department of Public 

Health, Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity or any other regulatory agency be understood 

and realize that acting in contravention of them (e.g.: swimming more than one athlete in a lane, running organized 

group practices, violations of the travel restrictions, etc.) puts your USA Swimming insurance coverage at risk 

for those activities. 

 

It is the position of the Illinois Swimming Board of Directors that all clubs are expected to know and follow 

relevant state law, including COVID-19 mitigation requirements. To be certain of the mitigations and their effects 

on your activities, the best source of information is your county Health Department or the Illinois Department of 

Public Health. 

 

If you have questions about these issues, outside of those things that are better addressed to health professionals, 

please feel free to contact me.   I will do my best to respond.   

 

 
Jack Yetter 

Administrative Vice Chair, Illinois Swimming 

Yetter96@gmail.com 


