December Practice Schedule

Swim INDY’s December practice schedule is now posted on the website. There is one correction to the posted schedule: There will be no practice on Friday, December 21 due to the CGAC Distance Invitational. Also, all Silver and Bronze Group members take note: There will be some changes to your practice schedule to allow Coach Raz to spend more time with the swimmers. These changes will be distributed in a separate communication, and ASAP.

FAST Santa Claus Classic Meet

The FAST Santa Claus Classic (December 7-9 @ Fishers H.S.) is days away, and it is shaping up to be a fun and fast meet! A psyche sheet is available at the FAST website (www.fasttigers.com) and we have some swimmers seeded very will, with a chance to get a lot of swims in finals! This prelim / final invitational will be a great way for us to end the first half of our season, so here are a few reminders / bits of information about this meet:
· Revised Warmup / Start Times

· Friday: 4:15 p.m. warmup; 5:30 p.m. start

· Saturday & Sunday Morning Prelims: 7 a.m. warmup; 8:15 a.m. start

· Saturday & Sunday Afternoon Prelims: 11:30 a.m. warmup; 12:30 p.m. start

· Saturday Evening Finals: 5 p.m. warmup; 6 p.m. start

· Sunday Evening Finals: 4:30 p.m. warmup; 5:30 p.m. start

· Prelims & Finals for 9 & Over

This meet is a prelim / final format for all swimmers ages 9 & older. This is unique so it bears repeating. This means all swimmers who qualify in the top 20 in their prelim or “morning” swim qualify for evening finals. Also, please note that the next 2 swimmers outside the top 20 are considered alternates and may swim in finals if swimmers ahead of them scratch. All alternates should consider themselves as qualified for finals and return for the finals session as if you were swimming.
· 30-Minute Scratch Rule

After the prelim round of each event is finished, the qualifying swimmers are announced over the public address system. Swimmers in finals who then decide they do not want to swim the event in finals, have to go home early, etc … have 30 minutes to scratch from the event. This is the guideline all of our swimmers should follow, particularly if you are an alternate. Please wait until the 30 minute window expires to see if you get scratched into finals before you leave the pool.

· Scratching Out / Scratching In

Qualifying for finals and then swimming in finals is a great experience for all young swimmers and it is strongly encouraged by the coaching staff that if you qualify for finals, you swim in finals. If you wish to scratch finals, you must first speak to a member of the coaching staff but again, this is a great experience for all of our swimmers who qualify. Also, please note that there are a lot of out-of-town teams coming to the meet. Typically, these teams like to get a head start on their long drive home and there are more scratches on Sunday than other days. If you aren’t in the top 20 or one of the 2 alternates after prelims, there is still a chance you might get scratched into finals.
Circle City Classic Signups

Our biggest fundraiser and signature event is the Circle City Classic Invitational (January 26-28 @ IUPUI Natatorium). This year is the 25th anniversary of the fastest meet in Indiana, and we want all of our swimmers and families to experience the event. Volunteer signup information will be available as we get closer to the event (and we need the help of all of our excellent volunteers) but online signups are open for our swimmers! If you haven’t signed up to participate in the Circle City Classic, please do so ASAP and keep up our season of fast swimming!
 

Dual Meet

Our dual meet with Sugar Creek Swim Club did happen after all! And it was very successful. The Cyclones defeated our neighbors to the west on the scoreboard, and turned in 46 new best times, to raise our season total to 669 out of 1,031 (65%). Congratulations to Kolton Watson, who qualified for Age Group State in the 50 Breast. Kasey Cross and Hanna Ritter were both 4 for 4 new best times. And, congratulations to Michelle Davis, who swam in her first meet as a Cyclone!
New Senior State Cuts

Congratulations to Brownsburg High School and Swim INDY swimmers Katie Ancel (200 Breast), Taryn Francissen (200 Back) and Zach Laffin (1,000 Free), who all made their first ever cuts for Senior State over the weekend!

Congratulations … Off to College!

Brownsburg High School senior Valerie Jones recently signed her National Letter of Intent and accepted a scholarship to attend Evansville University next year. Congratulations Val!

CGAC and SCSC Meets

Entries for the CGAC Distance Invitational (December 21-22 @ Mooresville H.S.) and the Sugar Creek Swim Club Winter Invitational (January 4-6 @ Crawfordsville H.S.) have been submitted to the host clubs and are pending approval. Drafts of both entries have been posted on the Swim INDY website for review. Please review these entries and let a member of the coaching staff know if there are any errors.
Team Social Activity – Indianapolis Ice @ Conseco Fieldhouse!!!
A signup sheet for a proposed team trip to watch the Indianapolis Ice is now posted on the door of the coaches office. The targeted date is Saturday, February 23. The Ice will play at 7 p.m. that evening at Conseco Fieldhouse! This is a free weekend, following our February trip to Terre Haute and before Divisionals, and might be a nice way to relax and enjoy a fun evening before the championship season. Tickets for Ice games are usually $15 and $11. However, with a group of at least 15, prices drop to $13 and $9. And with a group of 40 to 50, it’s possible we could negotiate an even cheaper price. This activity is open to all parents and siblings as well so, if you would like to participate in this activity, please add your name to the list. The sooner we can get commitments, the sooner we can secure ticket prices and seats for the game!
Gold Group Notice from Coach Andy

Coach Andy would like to remind all of our swimmers that with the temperature outside dropping, please be mindful of what you are wearing to and from the pool.  Please bundle up (hats, gloves, scarves, etc …) and prepare for the cold weather so that we are healthy for the swimming season. Also, all Gold Group swimmers are reminded to bring water bottles to practice.

Terre Haute Meet Hotels

Hotel rooms have been reserved for our February trip to Terre Haute (February 15-17 @ Terre Haute South H.S.) at the Fairfield Inn. The rate is $85 per night, and the Fairfield is a Scrip program participant. To reserve a room (there are 15 doubles being held under Swim INDY) please call 812-235-2444. All unreserved rooms will be released on January 15.

“Accept the challenges so that you may feel the exhilaration of victory.”




- General George S. Patton
EVERYTHING COUNTS. EVERYONE MATTERS.
