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Officials Conference Call 
December 18, 2013 
 
In attendance: Phil Barnes, Travis Albau, Lewis Rosser, Curt Oppel, Jim Anderson, Taylor 

Hartley 
 

1. Officials Conference - speakers, format 
 

Travis is working on sponsors for the Conference.  He has rooms nailed down and needs 
to send a deposit to the hotel for the conference room.  Amy and Eric from Splash 
Multisport will be a sponsor and they will be providing door prizes.  Splash Multisport 
will also work on clothing for our officials.  We should tell people to reserve their hotel 
rooms and that there will be a price break for us for the rooms.  Travis will let Curt know 
about the room rate so Curt can email out another notice to our officials. 
 
Phil has some national officials coming to the meeting. Edie and Jeff Wilkins from 
Michigan will talk about training and consistency.  They can lead a generic stroke and 
turn session and protocols.  Jayne Spitzer from Illinois will be discussing starting.  Bruce 
Spreg from BLAST will discuss college officiating.  Bruce is the referee for the Big 10 
meet.  Phil will put together a rough agenda and circulate it to us. 
 
We need to figure out how to work in our athletes. 
 
Phil said that he will put together a funding request to the ISI board. 
 
We have the ballroom and two smaller conference rooms which we could break out to if 
necessary. 
 
The goal is to get an agenda out by mid-January to our officials.  We want the next 
announcement to have an RSVP with it.  The RSVP will be needed to insure we have 
enough dinner reservations. 

 
2. Short Course champs - tentative agreement from Jim Sheehan (USA Swimming VP 

Operations) to be the evaluator. Waiting final confirmation. Also looking for a fall-back. 
Will be setting up sign up next week and will look for feedback from the committee 
members before opening it up to all. 
 
Jim Sheehan is a national certification official.  He’ll be at our Short Course Meet to 
provide national ratings for our officials. 
 

3. Referee recertification - requirement for online test - needs to ensure people are aware. 
Something from Lewis and Jim on their ideas for cert/recertification clinics. 
 
Jim and Lewis have had discussions about standardizing training sessions.  They need to 
have more conversation about training sessions and re-certification.   
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One change they want to implement is change to extend an official’s certification date for 
lesser certifications when the official achieves a higher certification.  For example, if an 
official is certified as deck referee for a year, it automatically extends the certification 
date for Stoke and Turn to the date the Deck referee status lapses.  The disadvantage of 
this policy is it will reduce the revenue allocated to the officials for budgetary purposes.  
However, the lost revenue is not material and can be made up by increasing the overall 
certification fee.  Lewis would implement the policy only for starter and referee 
certifications. 
 
Jim and Lewis will look at the recertification rules and implement the change.  They will 
use language similar to the national language that is used for re-certifications. 
 
We need to notify our officials of the requirement for the bi-annual Deck Referee and 
Administration Referee National Recertification Test. 
 

4. Open Water clinic - ideas for who to send (preferably a relatively new referee who has 
someone who swims open water). 
 
This clinic is the same weekend as our conference.   
 
We have some venues that can hold open water competitions and we need to support 
swimmers and coaches that are interested in open-water swimming. 
 
Phil will present the conference to the ISI board and get some interest to sponsor an Open 
water Committee. 
 

5. October 2014 Referees Conference - who to send. 
 
Phil suggests that Jim and Lewis come up with names of people to send.  We can send 
two officials.  Jim is interested in attending.  We did not send anyone last year.  USA 
swimming pays for everything except the air fare.  The LSC is to provide air fare. 
 

6. Rules and interpretations - any issues/questions? 
 
We need to disseminate the rule changes to the coaches.  Phil saw an overlapping hands 
violation at Nationals. 
 
In February, the back stroke ledge is to be available but there has been no notification 
about it.  Swimmer can’t bring their own ledge.  Pool suppliers are starting to make them. 
 

7. Junior Nationals Report - from an officials perspective 
 

Phil and Kerry worked the meet.  Our LSC had 12 swimmers and four clubs.  There were 
1,250 swimmers.  They operated two pools.  Phil believes there was a surprising number 
of disqualifications for a meet of this level. 
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8. Iowa Officials Board of Review – do we need one? 
 
Curt reported that he searched the websites of all the LSCs in on our Zone and did not 
find an official board of review in any LSC. 
 
It was decided that our official’s committee would act as our LSC’s Official’s Board of 
Review if an issue arises.  The procedure is to be simple.  A complaint is sent to the 
Chairman of the Officials and a officials committee is convened within a reasonable time 
after receiving the complaint.  The committee decides what actions need to be taken to 
address the complaint.   
 
This procedure allows us to report that we have addressed the complaint. 
 

9. ISI Calendar and Website update and control 
 

The ISI website is a TeamUnify website.  Phil will work with the ISI board to have Curt 
designated as an assistant web administrator.  This will allow Curt to add events to the 
ISI calendar and maintain the official’s page of our Website.  TeamUnify is simple to 
use. 
 
 


