Return to Competition
Sanctioning Requirements and rule changes

The following are requirements from USA Swimming for the sanctioning of meets beginning July 1st, 2020.
Sanction Application 
Must include the following in a supplement document to Iowa Swimming:
· A statement of the local protocols and requirements
· The plan for spectator ingress and egress
· The planned number of individuals gathering in the spaces: pool, deck, spectator seating etc
· Safe Sport considerations to ensure parents have access to and/or the opportunity to observe their child
· An attestation statement in which the meet host attests that the conduct of the meet will adhere to local jurisdictional guidelines
· A statement that all participating athletes and clubs are registered only with Iowa Swimming, Inc. If participants will be competing from an adjacent LSC, the meet host must formally request permission from Iowa Swimming, Inc. and the other adjacent LSC which registered the athletes
Additional Meet Information Requirements
All meet information, including invites, heat sheets and on a host club website must include the following:
· The meet host must provide assumption of risk disclaimer language. The following is an example only and should be reviewed by your club’s local counsel:
· [Insert Host Club] has taken enhanced health and safety measures – for you, our other guests, volunteers and our athletes. You must follow all posted instructions while attending [Insert Meet Name]. An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists in any public place where people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and death.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, senior citizens and guests with underlying medical conditions are especially vulnerable.  By attending [Insert Meet Name], you voluntarily assume all risks related to exposure to COVID-19.
· The following is the disclaimer for USA Swimming. This must also be included in all information.
· USA Swimming, Inc., cannot prevent you (or your child(ren)) from becoming exposed to, contracting, or spreading COVID-19 while participating in USA Swimming sanctioned events. It is not possible to prevent against the presence of the disease. Therefore, if you choose to participate in a USA Swimming sanctioned event, you may be exposing yourself to and/or increasing your risk of contracting or spreading COVID-19.
· BY ATTENDING OR PARTICIPATING IN THE COMPETITION, YOU VOLUNTARILY ASSUME ALL RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH EXPOSURE TO COVID-19 AND FOREVER RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS USA SWIMMING AND IOWA SWIMMING, INC. AND EACH OF THEIR OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AGENTS, EMPLOYEES OR OTHER REPRESENTATIVES FROM ANY LIABILITY OR CLAIMS INCLUBING FOR PERSONAL INJURIES, DEATH, DISEASE OR PROPERTY LOSSES, OR ANY OTHER LOSS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO CLAIMS OF NEGLIGENCE AND GIVE UP ANY CLAIMS YOU MAY HAVE TO SEEK DAMAGES, WHETHER KNOWN OR UNKNOWN, FORESEEN OR UNFORSEEN, IN CONNECTION WITH EXPOSURE, INFECTION, AND/OR SPREAD OF COVID-19 RELATED TO PARTICIPATION IN THIS COMPETITION.
· A statement that the meet will be PRE_SEEDED and NO DECK ENTRIES will be allowed

Other USA Swimming mandated considerations
· Times achieved during meets through July (as of July 1, 2020) will not count towards any time cuts or recognition (NAG Top 10, etc) above the LSC level (no Zone cuts)
· EVERY athlete must be a USA Swimming, as confirmed by the Pre-Meet Recon. NO athletes are allowed to enter the meet once the Registration Recon has been performed unless cleared by Iowa Swimming staff. No Deck Entries!
· Times for sanctioned meets will follow the previous protocol: Submission to the LSC Times Officer (Marie Koenigsfeld, marie@iaswim.org), to load into the USA Swimming database (SWIMS)



Iowa Swimming, Inc changes to current Policy
The following is a list of policy changes regarding the sanctioning and conduct of meets. Please be aware, this is not an exhaustive list. Please review the IASI Board of Director Meeting Minutes as posted online or contact the IASI Office and/or Board member.
· Release of cancellation, addition, or change fee for Bid Meets – no fee to add a meet
· Entry fees will be refunded upon cancellation of the meet due to COVID-19 (Section I.VII.B.10a&b)  Effective until September 1st, 2020
· No Sanction and Approved Meet Fees must be paid for meets held. Effective until September 1st, 2020
· Initial Meet Invite Drafts are due within 5 days of the start of the meet regardless of format without penalty (Section I.V.A.3). Within five days, the penalty applies.
· Suspension of the Deadline for Meet Information Distribution to clubs (Section I.VI.B)
· The meet host may collect a facility fee per swimmer for all meet formats, including intrasquad and dual meets. (Section I.VII.B.9)
· The meet host may charge a Spectator Fee for any meet. (Section I.VII.B.11)





