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UT 1.8 Utah Swimming Scratch Procedure 
.3 Penalties for Preliminary Swims in a Championship Meet
· If a swimmer fails to scratch properly and doesn’t report to the block to swim, that swimmer will be disqualified from that event and scratched from the next individual preliminary event for which he/she is entered. If a swimmer misses a second event, he/she will be barred from further individual competition for the remainder of the meet. They shall still be eligible to compete and score points for the team in relay events. Upon request and approval of the Meet Referee, any barred swimmer can be re-entered into the meet and reseeded with a NT into the first heat of his/her remaining events. Said swimmer will present himself/herself to the meet referee and declare his/her intent to swim, to be allowed to swim for time only and will not be eligible to advance to Championship, consolation or bonus final heats or score points in individual events for themselves or for the club. 
· Declared false starts are allowed in prelim swims. Delay of the meet penalties may be used in prelims at the discretion of the meet referee to protect the swimmer.
.4 Penalties for Championship, Consolation or Bonus Final Heats
· A swimmer qualifying for either Consolation/Bonus Finals or Championship Finals has 30 minutes after the time of the announcement of the qualifiers of each individual event to scratch. The Consolation/Bonus and Championship heats will then be seeded by inserting alternates, thus filling all the lanes.  Any swimmer qualifying for a Championship, Consolation or Bonus final heat who fails to compete in that event will be disqualified from that event and scratched from the next individual prelim event for which he/she is entered. If a swimmer misses a second event, he/she will be barred from further individual competition for the remainder of the meet. They shall still be eligible to compete and score points for the team in relay events. Upon request and approval of the Meet Referee, any barred swimmer can be re-entered into the meet and re-seeded with a NT in the first heat of his/her remaining events. Said swimmer will be allowed to swim for time only and will not be eligible to advance to Championship, consolation or bonus heats or score points in individual events for themselves or for the club.
· Any swimmer missing a Championship, Consolation or Bonus heat on the final session, or his/her last event of the meet will be subject to a $50.00 fine subject to the discretion of the meet referee. The fine may be paid by the club or swimmer. 
· Declared false starts or deliberate Delay of the Meet Penalties are not allowed for Championship, Consolation or Bonus Finals.

Results from a preliminary competition are not the same as a finals seeding posting.  Any swimmer that may move into a finals seeding position as a result of scratches within the 30-minute time period is subject to all penalties as listed.  Alternates as posted in the finals seeding are not subject to any penalty. The Administrative Referee (or designee) shall make every effort to contact swimmers (or their coaches) who are entered into Consolation, or Final Heats because of scratches.  However, swimmers and their coaches have the ultimate responsibility to be aware of whether they are qualified in an evening finals heat.

