
To all Illinois Officials, 
 
As you have heard, there is a rule change effective May 1, 2016 regarding the method for determining the 
official time in the case of a lane malfunction. 
 
Rule 102.24.4.D and E changes how timing adjustments are handled:  
 
Lane Malfunction – back-up times for that lane shall be calculated according to 102.24.4B which and integrated 
with the accurate primary times in establishing the official time and determining results. 
  
Entire Heat Malfunction – when, because of an early or late start or other equipment or operator malfunction, 
the time of the automatic or semi-automatic primary timing system is equally incorrect for all lanes in a heat, 
but the order of finish and thus the absolute difference of time between the swimmers is accurate, the time of 
the primary system shall be adjusted by calculating the average difference between the primary times and the 
valid back-up times and adding, or subtracting when appropriate, that difference to the primary times of each 
lane in that heat. (See Appendix on page 44)  
 
Due to the above change of timing adjustments, please confirm the following are in place for your meet 
management software (Hy-tek or Touchpad):  
 
Meet Manager:  
Hy-tek has issued an update to MM6.0 which now puts the selection of the use of timing system differential in 
the set up screen. Currently, the choices are (1) FINA rules or (2) USA Swimming rules prior to May 1st. After 
May 1st, Hy-tek plans to change this to read (1) FINA/USA Swimming rules or (2) other rules. Those using an 
older version of MM should go into the Run menu and click on Preferences/Backup times and (with meets that 
start on May 1st or later) put a dot next to the option: Do not use average differential between pads and backups 
to adjust times (FINA).  
 
Please be aware that the default when opening Meet Setup in Hy-tek is (2) USA rules prior to May 1st so this 
must be changed to (1) FINA rules.  
 
TOUCHPAD:  
To access the screen for selection of the Timing Adjustment Rules Preferences:  
From the Main Screen, select Enter Results  
Select Timer Adjustment Rules Preferences  
Currently, the default is USA-S rules using an average differential between pads and back-up times.  
After May 1, 2016, the default will be the second option which will have the new USA-S rules in place.  
 
When one is running a meet in Touch Pad now and wishes to edit the timing differences, here is the process:  
 Select Enter Results  
 Select Events and then heats  
 Select Edit Time Adjustments  
 Move through the events and save changes as necessary  
 
NOTE: Do not change timing adjustment procedures/rules mid-meet; i.e., should your meet begin 4/29 or 30, 
use the current rule for the entire meet even if the final day of the meet is May 1, 2016. 
 

THE FOLLOWING PAGES WALK THROUGH THE CURRENT SET UP CONFIGURATIONS 



How to Set Up Meet Manager to Comply with New Lane Malfunction 
Correction Rules 

 
On the Run Screen, click “Preferences” and you will see the following dropdown: 

 

 
 
From that list click “Backup Times” 
 
You will see the following popup: 
 

 
 

In the current update select “Do not use average differential … (FINA)” and click close 

In future updates, this will be the USA Swimming option also, but not at the moment. 

 

 



Your Calc Screen should look like and work like this example: 

 
Please note that Meet Manager has averaged the two buttons and not made any adjustment 
based on the differentials between pads and buttons.  This is the correct method.  If there are 
three buttons, it should select the middle time, if only one button is available, it will use that 
without any correction. 

  



How to Set Up TouchPad to Comply with New Lane Malfunction 
Correction Rules 

 
On the home screen, click “Enter Results” and you will see the following popup: 

 

 
 
Use the dropdown menu at the top, “Timer Adjustments Rule Preference” 
 
You will see the following popup: 

 
 

In the current update select “FINA rules (Does not use average…”  

In future updates, this will be the USA Swimming option also, but not at the moment. 

 



You must click “Ok” the bottom or the change will not take effect 

 
 

Your Calc Screen should look like and work like this example: 

 
Please note that Touch Pad has put the button time in “Average B” even though there is only 
one.  If there were two this would be the average, if three buttons, it will display the middle 
time and still label it “Average B.”  It will use this time if you accept the change without 
calculating differentials.  Despite the naming issue, this is the correct method. 
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