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PRELIMS & CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Here is a general overview of how Prelims & Championships work

Prelims
Championship week starts with Prelim qualification swims at the beginning of the week, normally multiple days broken down by age groups, then followed by the Championship meet on Saturday.  To qualify for Championships, for individual events only, a swimmer must have a prelim time in the top 16 for that event, additionally two alternates are selected (18 total), assuming an 8 lane championship pool. Or top 12 for that event, additionally two alternates are selected (14 total), for a 6 lane championship pool. 
To enter for the prelims, each swimmer can select up to 3 events (same as a dual meet).  The prelim meet dates are divided based on age group.  
For prelims, only individual events are swum - no relays. There are Relays during the Championship Meet

Championship Heats:

All swimmers that place in the top 16 (plus 2 alternates) are automatically moved into the Championship meet for Saturday.  Swimmers do not need to sign-up.

On the prelim results sheet example from an 8 lane pool, you will see a line after the first 8 swimmers, a second line after the next 8 swimmers and finally a third line after the next two swimmers (if there were that many in the event).

· The first 8 swimmers will be in the championship heat (swimming in second heat) at the Championship meet.  Those 8 swimmers are guaranteed the top 8 places which will receive a medal. See below diagram red, arrow
· The second 8 swimmers will swim in the consolation heat (swimming in first heat) at the Championship meet.  Regardless of their times, they will only place 9-16, they cannot place in the top 8 in the standings and will receive a ribbon If there is only one swimmer in this heat they will still get to swim, it just may be combined with another event. See below diagram, green arrow
· The final 2 swimmers (17th & 18th) are alternates.  They will be moved up to the Consolation heat if there are swimmers in the top 16 that are unable to make it to the Championship meet on Saturday.  Note if someone in the top 8 (second heat) scratches, they move the fastest qualifier from the first heat 9-16 into the championship heat and the alternate in to consolation heat  See below diagram blue arrow
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Each team has until Thursday to give the host their list of scratches (swimmers who cannot make the meet).  The final list of qualifiers will be posted on Thursday. It is VERY IMPORTANT that you let your coach know if you have qualified for an event but will not be swimming on Saturday.  It means that another swimmer will get a chance to move into that slot.

Relays:
The Sharks can have up to 2 relay teams for both the freestyle and the medley relays per age group for the Championships.  Even if your swimmer did not qualify for Championships as an individual swimmer they can, and we encourage them, participate at Championships on a relay. PLEASE LET THE COACH KNOW ASAP and include in your Prelim signup notes.  Please note all A relays will be time based. Depending on the number of swimmers available to build a relay, we will try to get all swimmers who wish to participate on a relay.  

Timeline (may be adjusted by Host team):
To enable this process the league sets specific dates for submitting prelim meet entries, are 1 week prior to the first prelim.
To complete that requirement we are requiring all swimmers to select their prelim events by Monday the week before the first prelim.


Other Championship Related Activities

Friday Night before Championships: 
Please arrive at 7:00 p.m. coaches will go over all assignments for the following day, and then we decorate cars before heading to bed earlier to get a good night’s rest.
End of Year Party: 
Don't forget to RSVP for the party.  Look for the invite and the web-site for more information
Sharks End-of-Season Party and Awards Ceremony

Saturday night of Championships
Smoky Hill Clubhouse and Pool

Dinner and Awards 5:30-7 pm

Open Swim 7-9 pm (weather permitting)

Please join us for our annual end-of-season party and awards ceremony! Bring your picnic gear for dinner and have your towel and swimsuit handy for pool use afterwards.

NOTE: We will hand out swimmer and team awards in various categories. 
FINAL WEEK:  ALL STARS

We will have practice Monday - Thursday for those swimmers who have qualified for All Stars (an invite meet with qualifying times).  

Entry forms need to be turned into by deadline provided during season.
Meet is located at Lifetime Fitness Centennial – map on website, Saturday after Championships.


Please feel free to contact a Board member with any questions on events for Championships or other questions
BEWARE ---- SHARKS IN THE WATER!!!!
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