












 
 
 
To: YMCA Swim League Coordinators, Coaches and Officials 
 
From:  Jim Ryan, Chairman 

YMCA of the USA National Swimming and Diving Advisory Committee 
 
Re: USA Swimming Approved Meets 
 
Date: October 18, 2006 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
With the adoption of the USA Swimming (USA-S) Technical Rules, effective September 
1, 2006, certain YMCA swim meets will now qualify as approved meets under Rule 
202.4 of the USA-S Rules and Regulations, rather than having to be observed meets in 
accordance with USA-S Rule 202.5.  The conditions for approval are less burdensome 
than for observed meets, and if a meet is approved, times achieved in that meet can be 
entered into the USA-S SWIMS database and used to qualify for higher level USA-S 
meets. 
 
Attached are three documents that are being distributed to all USA-S LSCs setting forth 
guidelines for approving YMCA swim meets which are designed to make the process 
simpler for all involved.  Also attached is a sample of a form that may need to be 
completed by the YMCA meet host and submitted to the USA-S LSC Sanction 
Chairperson.  These documents provide general guidance.  Meet hosts should check with 
their LSC Sanction Chair concerning specific local procedures. 
 
To make sure that this process is as mutually convenient as possible, the YMCA National 
Swimming and Diving Advisory Committee has adopted the following guidelines and 
recommendations to be followed by local YMCA swim teams when applying for 
approval of a YMCA swim meet: 
 

1. At least for the first year, until we gain experience as to the magnitude of the task, 
requests for approval of meets should be limited to district, regional and state 
championship meets and larger invitational meets which conform to the 
guidelines below.  For the first year, at least, we will not request that dual meets 
be approved, so as not to overload the SWIMS database or place an undue burden 
on the LSC personnel responsible for loading the data. 

2. Leagues and YMCA swim teams intending to take advantage of the approved 
meets process should contact their local LSC Registrar and obtain a list of their 
USA-S registered athletes which they should then update for any changes and 



return to the Registrar in sufficient time before the first approved meet takes 
place. 

3. YMCA swim teams participating in this program must be careful that the names 
of the swimmers on their meet entries are the same as in the Hytek Team Manager 
program.  A swimmer entered into the USA-S database as James Smith has to be 
entered the same way in each approved meet.  If the swimmer is entered as Jimmy 
Smith, this will results in an exception in SWIMS, requiring follow-up and 
correction, and the volume could be overwhelming. 

4. YMCA teams hosting a meet may want to work with their LSC personnel to run 
their entries against SWIMS before the meet and obtain a Pre-Meet Recon report 
in order to correct discrepancies before the meet even begins.  It is the 
responsibility of the host team, working with the other teams participating in the 
meet, to correct the meet entry exceptions resulting from such a match. 

5. Requests for approved meets should be made well in advance of the meet date to 
allow everyone time to process the requests and gear up for the results.  They 
should include a check for the nominal fee normally charged by the LSC. 

6. Obviously, the meet must be run in accordance with the USA-S Technical Rules. 
7. Notwithstanding the USA-S Technical Rules, diving off the blocks or from the side 

of the pool is only permitted where the water depth at the starting point of the 
pool is at least 5 feet. 

8. The requirements of USA-S Rules 102.16.4&5 with respect to timing systems 
must be followed. 

9. There must be at least two USA-S certified officials in attendance at the meet.  To 
the extent that they are also YMCA certified officials, they can work as officials 
during the meet; they do not merely have to stand around and observe the meet. 

10. At the end of the meet, the designated USA-S certified officials must sign a copy 
of the approval form attesting to the fact that the meet was conducted under USA-
S Technical Rules. 

11. The results of the meet must be promptly provided electronically to the LSC 
Sanctions Chairperson or their designee in accordance with local LSC practice.  
Any discrepancies between the names in the meet results and those in the SWIMS 
database will result in such times not being captured in SWIMS.  If there are 
wholesale errors, the SWIMS coordinator may send the entire file back to the host 
team for correction.  Again, it is the responsibility of the host team to promptly 
correct any errors or those times will not be reflected in SWIMS.  This procedure 
is no different for YMCAs than it is for USA-S host clubs. 

12.  Discrepancies reported by the LSC Sanctions Chairperson must be investigated 
and resolved promptly.  Failure to do will result in those swimmers’ times being 
excluded from SWIMS.    

 
If you encounter any problems, please inform the YMCA of the USA National 
Swimming and Diving Advisory Committee. 
 
Attachments:  As above 




