SWIM COLUMBUS SWIM ORGANIZATION- CODE OF CONDUCT AND PROCEDURES
INTRODUCTION
A. Philosophy of the Code
The philosophy of Swim Columbus Swim Organization (Swim Columbus) is based on the fundamental belief that it is the responsibility of the membership, management, and the Board of Directors to maintain a safe and healthy environment.  Further, parents are responsible for the actions of their dependent children and guests at all times. 
B. Goals of the Code: Swim Columbus swim team’s primary goal is to promote good citizenship and team spirit through athletics.
1. To guarantee the rights of all members by providing a code of conduct that establishes rules and regulations prohibiting speech or action that is disruptive to other members.
2. To guarantee the right of each individual through fair and reasonable treatment of violators of the code.
3. To respect the rights and personal dignity of all members and staff by providing a code of
 conduct that will ensure a safe swim club environment.

4. To protect and maintain club and MUW property.
C. Purpose of the Code
In order to promote the achievement of these goals, the Board of Directors believes that certain
 rules, regulations and procedures must be established to develop and maintain the desired
 environment.

D. Responsibility of Swim Columbus Members
1. Be aware of all rules and regulations and conduct themselves in accordance with them.
2. Assist the pool staff in maintaining a safe club for all members.
3. Protect and take care of the club and MUW.





SWIM COLUMBUS SWIM TEAM CODE OF CONDUCT
Citizenship/Safety/Responsibility
Swimmers
1. I will maintain control of my emotions, avoiding use of abusive and profane language, humiliating remarks and/or gestures, and threats or use of physical violence.  I fully understand that such behavior will not be tolerated and can result in permanent loss of participation privileges with the Swim Columbus Swim Organization.
2. I will respect the coaches and swimmers on the Swim Columbus Swim Team and opposing teams, demonstrating appropriate gestures of good sportsmanship throughout practices/meets.
 3.  I will not engage in behavior that is disruptive to Swim Columbus swim team including the following:
*Pushing others into the pool.
*Running on deck
*Towel snapping
*Diving (unless directed by a coach)
*Excessive splashing
*Dunking or holding someone under water
*Pulling on a swimmer’s foot during swim practice
*Refusing to allow a swimmer to pass during circle swim practice
*Talking back or refusing to obey the coaches
 4. DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR DURING PRACTICE SESSIONS:
	a. Disruptive behavior during practices will not be tolerated. The intent of practice is to improve technique and endurance.
b. The coach will handle disruptive behavior during practices.  If necessary, the coach reserves the right to dismiss and/or suspend the swimmer from practice.
c. If the swimmer has been dismissed from practice, they may NOT leave the pool deck area until the practice session is over and the coach personally speaks with and dismisses the swimmer.  Should the disciplined swimmer wish to call his/her parents for immediate pick-up, he/she may do so with permission form the coach.  The swimmer must then remain on pool deck until the parent arrives and the coach is notified that the swimmer is now under parental supervision.  The discussion of the incident must be postponed until a time is convenient for the coach. 
d. Under no circumstance will the coach, while coaching on deck, engage in a conversation with a parent concerning an individual disciplined during a practice session.
e. It is the coach’s responsibility to inform the parent(s) following a reprimand that dismisses the swimmer from practice.  This may be done verbally (in a private location) or in writing.  The coach will maintain records of each incident; including date, incident description, and swimmer’s signature.  The record will be forwarded to the Board of Directors.
f. Expulsion from the Swim Columbus swim team is possible upon recommendation of the Head Coach and approval by the Board of Directors.  If expelled, no refunds of dues will be granted.
5.  I will respect the swimming officials and refrain from addressing them during meets unless directed to by the coach, and then I will address them courteously.  I understand that officials can make mistakes, but I will refrain from criticizing them or blaming them if I am disqualified from an event.
a. Disruptive behavior can result in an individual’s expulsion from the meet and is usually handled by the Meet Director or Meet Referee.  If serious enough, the entire club could lose their opportunity to compete.  The swimmer represents Swim Columbus.  Poor manners, poor sportsmanship, and poor behavior reflect negatively upon ALL Swim Columbus swimmers and could jeopardize our invitation to future meets.  Infractions should be brought to the attention of the Meet Director for possible disciplinary actions.
b. Expulsion from any meet requires the swimmer to attend a meeting held by the Swim Columbus Board of Directors to review the incident.  A parent must accompany the swimmer to this meeting.
  6.  I will respect the property of others in the pool area, including the property of MUW.  No swimmer shall tamper with or cause damage to any such facility.
  7.  Following practice, I will collect all my belongings and leave the pool area promptly.  Swimmers who are waiting for transportation should wait inside the MUW pool waiting      area.
  8.  By signing this pledge, I agree to all its provisions.


Print Name___________________________Signed____________________________Date__________


Print Name___________________________Signed____________________________Date__________


Print Name___________________________Signed____________________________Date__________




























Parents/Guardians

1. I will maintain control of my emotions, avoiding use of abusive and profane language, humiliating remarks and/or gestures, and threats or use of physical violence.  I fully understand that such behavior will not be tolerated and can result in permanent loss of participation privileges for me and possibly my child with the Swim Columbus swim team.
2. I will cheer for my team and offer only positive encouragement.  I will never criticize the opposing team or its coaches.
3. I will trust that the coaches know the rules and not question their judgment.  I will respect the coaches, and refrain from addressing them during practice/meets.  I fully understand that abuse of the coaches at any time can result in my loss of participation privileges and possibly my child, with the Swim Columbus swim team. 
4. I will respect the swimming officials, and refrain from addressing them during meets.  I understand that the officials can make mistakes, but I will refrain from criticizing them or blaming them if my child is disqualified from and event.
5. I will maintain control of children whom I bring to the pool area, and not allow them to be beyond my direct supervision.
6. Only USA Swimming registered swimmers, coaches and other authorized personnel shall be permitted on the pool deck during scheduled practices.
7. I will be responsible for other guest I bring with me and be sure that they understand and abide by this code of conduct.
8. By signing this pledge, I agree to all its provisions.


Print Name_____________________________Signed________________________________Date__________


Print Name_____________________________Signed________________________________Date__________

Print Name_____________________________Signed________________________________Date__________










































