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Seeing an opportunity to further not only her academic goals, but her athletic ones as well, Butte High’s Abigail Wheeler is bound for Albuquerque in the late summer of 2013.

That is because the Bulldog is set to become a New Mexico Lobo as a member of its swimming team and a future competitor in the NCAA Division I Mountain West Conference.

“It’s a Division I which offers the best level of competition and I figured I would improve the best with the level of training they offer,” Wheeler said. “I should improve as an individual there and should see more improvement. They train a lot more than the other teams, and I like both coaches there and believe they know what they are doing. It was a big combination with everything and I felt it was a good fit for me.”

Wheeler hopes to study for a major in bio-chemistry with a minor in engineering. She hopes to focus on the research side as a bio-medical engineer with hopes of finding cures and remedies for cancer.

Another reason for picking the Land of Enchantment as New Mexico is called, the similarities to Butte didn’t hurt. “I wanted something really different but the mountains were a comfort thing for me,” Wheeler said. “Going somewhere flat doesn’t appeal to me. Also it being at a higher altitude of 5,000 feet more than those at sea level is a training advantage as well. The mountains were the bigger thing for making it feel more like home. I love Butte, but it will be nice to experience a bigger city too.”

Butte High and Butte Tarpons head swimming coach Lynn Shrader has coached Wheeler for the majority of the Bulldog’s time in the water. “I have coached Abigail since she was nine and I have enjoyed watching her grow into a great student and athlete,” Shrader said. “Abigail has had some great achievements. Abigail has worked hard to achieve her accomplishments; both in her academics and her swimming. I am very proud of her, and have enjoyed coaching her.”

Wheeler’s highlights include being a Western Zones Champion in the 100-yard and 200-yard butterfly in 2010. She was also one of only two Montana athletes that year to make the finals in all six events that she entered. In 2012, she placed at Senior Sectionals both in the Spring Summer, where she took 17th place overall.

Lobo swim coach Kunio Kono felt Wheeler’s academic and athletic excellence made her a can’t miss recruit. “She’s definitely a talented kid with a lot of potential over the next four or five years,” Kono said. “I am looking forward to watching her grow. She’s also a great student coming out of high school and our program is not looking just for great athletes but great students too since academics come first.

“She definitely has good speed and right now is more able to do long course swimming in butterfly and her times are good for high school,” Kono added. “She can also become way better and I would like to see her continue to grow and improve her senior year so she can come here and get ready for technique training at the college level.”

Until see enters college, Wheeler still has this swim season left and plenty of unfinished business as a Bulldog. “As far as this year I would definitely love to see the girls place at state,” Wheeler said. “I will definitely work hard to do my part. I would love to see that for my senior year, that would be cool. I also want to enjoy swimming and not be super stressed because I love to do it and love to swim. Especially since it will be much more serious starting next year, I just want to enjoy this season and take it all in.”
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