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The USA Swimming Minor Athlete Abuse Protection Policy (MAAPP) applies to Applicable Adults. This 
resource is intended to provide information regarding implementing the Applicable Adults definition 
in the policy. 

APPLICABLE ADULTS 

§ All USA Swimming non-athlete members and adult athlete members; 
§ Participating non-members (e.g. meet marshals, meet computer operators, timers, etc.); 
§ LSC and club adult staff and board members; and 
§ Any other adult authorized to have regular contact with or authority over a minor 

athlete. Collectively “Applicable Adult(s)” 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q: When am I an Applicable Adult? 
A: Once you trigger any of the four descriptions of an Applicable Adult you are an Applicable Adult. 

Q: How long do I retain Applicable Adult status? 
A: An individual is an Applicable Adult for as long as one of the four descriptions applies to that 
individual. 

Q: What if I am a USA Swimming coach member and also an NCAA coach, when am I an 
Applicable Adult? 
A: A USA Swimming non-athlete member is an Applicable Adult. A USA Swimming non-athlete 
member remains Applicable Adult status for as long as the individual is a USA Swimming non-athlete 
member. 
The USA Swimming non-athlete member and the associated Applicable Adult statuses do not “turn 
off” when acting as an NCAA coach. 

Q: How is “adult athlete” defined? 
A: An adult athlete is an athlete member age 18 and over. 

 
Q: Are chaperones Applicable Adults? 
A: Yes. Chaperones are adults authorized to have regular contact with or authority over a minor 
athlete and therefore trigger Applicable Adult status. 
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  Q: Are junior coaches Applicable Adults? 
A: Yes. Junior coaches under the age of 18 are Applicable Adults because they are USA Swimming 
non- athlete members. Junior coaches are perceived to be in a position of power or authority over 
minor athletes. As a result, junior coaches must be educated on the importance of boundaries 
between adults and youth are important. This knowledge base will be important for junior coaches 
who become adult coaches. 

 
Q: Are parent meet volunteers Applicable Adults? 
A: Yes. A parent meet volunteer is an Applicable Adult if the parent triggers any of the four 
descriptions of an Applicable Adult. For example, if the volunteer is authorized to have regular contact 
or authority over minor athletes during the meet, that volunteer is an Applicable Adult. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


