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Avery Best, left, won the 100-yard freestyle while
Samantha Cortez won the 200 butterfly at the Strong Kids

Invitational in December.

Host of top-five finishes for YMCA Dolphins

Thirteen swimmers repre-
senting the Montclair YMCA
Dolphins turned in top-five

finishes in at least one event at .

the Strong Kids Invitational,
which was held Dec. 12-14 at
the Ocean County YMCA in
Toms River.

‘The Dolphins were one of
seven teams invited to the
annual scholarship fundraiser
meet, which encompassed 713
swimmers in total (79 from the
Montclair Y team).

Inall, 41 of the 79 Dolphins
earned top-20 finishes in at
least one of the meet’s 477
events.

Among those finishing in
the top five at least once were:
m Avery Best (age 11) and
Mia Padberg (12) of Mont-

clair;

= Dom Ancey (10) and
Samantha Cortez (17) of
Belleville;

u Tracey Collins (17) and
Ellie Felber (9) of Bloomfield;

w Courtney Munro (17) of
Cedar Grove;

u Skyler Segal (12) and
Conner Townson (10) of Glen
Ridge;
u Jordan Shaffer (15) of
Verona;

u Tracey Gorab (15) of

Wayne; and

u Alina Chant (13) and
Nicholas Santa Cruz (18) of
West Orange.

“This meet is a highlight of
the season for many of our
swimmers and many best
times were achieved,” said
head age group coach Matt
Garifo. “We are very proud of
all our swimmers have accom-
plished so far this season and
feel that they are well prepared
as we head into the champi-
onship season.”

‘The YMCA of Montclair
Dolphins swim team offers a
year-round opportunity for
competitive swimming in both
'YMCA and USA Swimming
competitions as well as season-
al instructional clinics for
aspiring competitive athletes.
The team is comprised of girls
and boys from age 6 through
high school. More than 200
athletes train with the team
each year. They compete at all
levels, based on their skill set.

For more information about
the Montclair YMCA Dol-
phins swim team, contact head
coach Madeira at
pmadeira@montclairymca.org,
or call 973-744-3400.

--courtesy of Izumi Hara
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