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The Montclair YMCA Dolphins recently competed at the Sunkissed Invitational in

Charlotte, N.C.

Dolphins close out short-course season at Sunkissed Invitational

One of the highlights of the
Montclair YMCA Dolphins’
short-course swim season is the
SunKissed Invitational
Junior/Senior Swimming -
Championships, which are held
each spring at the Mecklenburg
County Aquatic Center in Char-
lofte, N.C.

For Dolphin swimmers,
achieving the necessary qualify-
ing times for the meet and
attending for the first time is a
rite of passage as they grow into
stronger and faster swimmers.

This year’s Invitational was
held this past weekend (March
26-29), with more than 50 Dol-
phins among the meet's 600
competitors. Head age-group
coach Matt Garifo and coaches
Jamie Fanous, Megan Felber
and Nick Russo were also in
attendance.

In all, 20 Dolphins advanced
out of the preliminary rounds
and qualified for finals in one or

more events (up from 14 last
year). 3

Finalists included: Avery Best
(age 11), Kathrynna Demetillo
(13), Sam Kirkman (17), Mia
Padberg (13), Lucas Pla-Silsby
(13), Sean Severson (17) and
Catherine Rodgers (17) of
Montclair; Tinamarie Dadic
(13) of Belleville; Tracey Collins
(18) of Bloomfield; Chloe
Deubner (16), Izzy Deubner
(16), Kenneth Huaman (17),
Ben Norris (13), Skyler Segal
(13) and Carter Travia (16) of
Glen Ridge; Mario Iturria (13)
and Zaza Selph (13) of Newark;
and Christina Gilio-Malabre
(12), Nerissa Santa Cruz (16)
and Nicholas Santa Cruz (18)
of West Orange.

Among the outstanding final-
ists were the girls' 13U squad of
Best, Padberg, Selph, Demetillo
and Dadic, which placed highly
in four relay events. They com-
bined to take fifth in both the

200 medley and 200 free relays,
and sixth in both the 400 free
and 400 medley relays.

Additionally, Best qualified
for finals in all six of her individ-
ual events and many of the oth-
er finalists qualified in multiple
events.

‘The Montclair YMCA Dol-
phins swim team offers a year-
round opportunity for competi-
tive swimming in both YMCA
and USA Swimming competi-
tions. The team is comprised of
girls and boys from age 6
through high school. More than
200 athletes train with the team
each year. They compete at all
levels, based on their skill set.

For more information about
the Montclair YMCA Dolphins
swim team, contact head coach
Paulo Madeira at
pmadeira@montclairymca.org
or 973-744-3400.

~information courtesy of
Tzumi Hara
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