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Charlotte O'Leary, center, with Montclair Y National Team
coaches Lauren Sharkey, left, and Paulo Madeira. |
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Thirty-five of the fastest Mont-
clair YMCA Dolphins swimmers
~ competed on June 26-28 at the
Sonny Werblin Pool on the cam-
pus of Rutgers University in the
Jeffrey S Mace Memorial Sum-
mer Sizzle XXV, one of the
fastest meets of the long course
season. Drawing 31 teams from
clubs across the region, nearly
1200 swimmers ages 8-22 meet-
ing the aggressive meet cuts com-
peted.

The Dolphins came away with
6 medals, a new team record, two
National Team swimmers who
each qualified for another event
at the 2015 YMCA Long Course
National Swimming Champi-
onships and two relay teams that
made the cut for the Y Nationals.
In addition, two younger swim-
mers qualified in events for the
New Jersey Junior Olympics.

Cha O'Leary (age 17) of Mont-
clair finished first in the 100 and
200 meter breaststrokes and sec-
ond in the 400 individual medly
and 200 fly, earning four of the
teams 6 medals. O’Leary repeat-
ed her first-place finish in the 200
breaststroke from 2014 and set a
new team record in the 200 fly of
2 minutes, 24.18 seconds, besting
her own record by more than
three seconds. She set personal
best times in the 100 breast and
400 IM.

Hannah O’Halloran (16) of
Glen Ridge and Charles Cobbertt
- (17) of Orange each added
another Y Nationals cut (50 m
free and 100 m back, respective-
ly) and the girls 15 & over 200 m
& 400 m medley relay teams
(O’Halloran, O’Leary, Nerissa
Santa Cruz (16) of West Orange,
Ellie Koschik (16) of Montclair
& Emily O’Halloran (16) of Glen
Ridge) secured a berth for the
team at the Y National Champi-

onships in both events with their
fifth and fourth place finishes. At
the meet, younger swimmers
Natalie Dripchak (9) and Millie
Steffe (12) of Montclair and Ellie
Felber (10) of Bloomfield added
Junior Olympics cuts for the 50
back, 200 back and 100 back,
respectively. Kathrynna Demetil-
lo (13) of Montclair added an

-Eastern Zones cut in the 100

back.

Eleven Dolphins finished in
the top 16 in 31 individual events
including Avery Best (12) of
Montclair, Izzy Deubner (12)
and Connor Townson (11) of
Glen Ridge, Alina Chant (14)
and Christina Gillio-Malabre of
West Orange in addition to Cob-
bert, Demetillo, Felber, O’Leary
and Emily & Hannah O’Hallo-
ran. ‘
Head Coach Paulo Madeira
said “It is great to see all of the
hard work starting to pay off for
these dedicated swimmers. I am
looking forward to seeing them
continue to progress toward Y
Nationals and the Junior
Olympics.” ‘

- The YMCA of Montclair Dol-
phins swim team offers a year-
round opportunity for competi-
tive swimming in both YMCA
and USA Swimming competi-
tions as well as seasonal instruc-
tional clinics for aspiring compet-
itive athletes. The team is com-
prised of girls and boys from age
6 through high school. More
than 200 athletes train with the
team each year. They compete at
all levels, based on their skill set.

For more information about
the Montclair YMCA Dolphins
swim team, contact head coach
Madeira at pmadeira@montclair
ymca.org or 973-744-3400.

—information courtesy of
Izumi Hara








