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Sam Kirkman, left, and Catherine Rodgers of Montclair qualified to compete at the
2015 YMCA Long Course National Championships.

YMCA sends more swimmers to Nationals

Montclair YMCA and Madison Junior Olympics to be held July

YMCA hosted a meet dubbed the
M&M Summer LC Meet at the
DeNunzio Natatorium on the
campus of Princeton University
on July 11 & 12. Over 1000
swimmers, ages 8-21, comprising
22 teams competed at the
meet.

Two more Montclair YMCA
Dolphins qualified to swim at the
2015 YMCA National Long
Course Championships. Sam
Kirkman (50 free) and Catherine
Rodgers (200 fly) of Montclair will
join eight other Dolphins who
have qualified to date in Indi-
anapolis during the first week of
August. In addition, Charles Cob-
bertt (age 17) of Orange added
another event (200 back) to the
events he will be swimming at
Nationals.

Seven younger swimmers qual-
ified in additional events for the NJ
Swimming 2015 Long Course

23-26 at Rutgers University,
including Avery Best (12), Liam
Bondorowsky (10), Alina Chant
(14), Izzy Deubner (11), Natalie
Dripchak (9), Sol Jordan (10) and
Diego Pla-Silsby (10).

Close to 100 Dolphins compet-
ed and 54 Dolphins captured 155
top ten finishes.

Dolphins finishing in the top
three In one or more events
included Best, Kathrynna Demetil-
lo (13), Dripchak (9), Sarah Brigid
Konefal (17), Ellie Koschik (16),
Mia Padberg (13), Diego Pla-Sils-
by (10) and Samantha Regan (21)
of Montclair; Jennifer Cortez (16)
of Belleville; Taylor Cirillo (15) of
Fairfield; Hannah O’Halloran (16)
and Devin Rank (14) of Glen
Ridge; Chant (14) and Nerissa
Santa Cruz (16) of West Orange,
as well as Cobbertt, Kirkman &
Rodgers.

Those finishing in first place

were Cobbertt (200 back, 200
breast, 200 IM), Koschik (50 free),
O'Halloran (50 back, 200 IM),
Padberg (400 free), Regan (200
free), Rodgers (400 IM, 200 fly)
and Santa Cruz (50 fly).

The Montclair Y’s first place
relay teams included U10 boys
200 Free Relay and 200 Medley
Relay teams (Bondorowsky, Pla-
Silsby, Harrison Summers (9), Xav
Gagnon (9) and Leo Powers (10))
, the U10 girls 200 Medley Relay
team (Ellie Felber (10), Noemi
Morrison (10), Dripchak and Jor-
dan) and the 13 & O girls 200 Free
Relay team (O’Halloran, Chant,
Koschik and Chloe Deubner (16)).

Next up for the Dolphins will be
the NJ Silver/Bronze Champi-
onships taking place July 17-19 at
Rutgers University and Princeton
University.

—information courtesy of
Izumi Hara
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