Compilation of notes from kids regarding high school drinking
Parents:
A contributing problem is parent’s attitude towards drinking in our community.
· Some parents supply kids with alcohol
· Many parents don’t know what their kids are doing and where they are
· Some parents allow kids to drink in the house
· Some parents don’t care if kids drink as long as they don’t drive (parents actually drive kids to parties and pick them up because they know they will be drinking)
· Often parents don’t punish kids for drinking – in effect condoning it.
· Many parents have the attitude that by the time they are seniors in high school it is almost expected since they will be in college the next year
· Some parents leave kids home alone for a weekend and kids usually have parties
 
Reasons That Kids Drink:
· Their friends drink
· They drink to fit in
· They drink because it (appears) fun
· They drink because everybody does it in college so they feel a need to drink before they go to college!! (a big reason why kids drink by junior and senior year)
· To celebrate (post coast parties)
· Seniors are already into college
· Aren’t serious about sports/or in off season (most athletes that are semi-serious don’t drink during the season but they do drink a lot during the off season)
 
Why - the biggest issue, is why and by what an athlete is motivated to drink. If you don’t first “fix” that issue, then the “problem” may not be solved, certainly not in a short period of time.  I think any system we come up with should be a positive one that makes kids want to not drink.
