What about Early Decision?

Schools with Early Decision options may pressure swimmers for Early Decision applications. If accepted, a swimmer is obligated to attend that school and formally accept the “acceptance” a few weeks later, withdrawing all applications at other colleges/universities. Acceptance of an Early Decision acceptance is binding subject to a satisfactory financial aid package. Therefore, during the Acceptance Period, families must confirm their most likely Financial Aid package with the Financial Aid office.

Some competitive schools which do not offer an Early Decision option may offer something similar to a “likely letter”. This requires applying to their school very early in the process (early September?) so that a response is received before the deadline to submit an ED application. As they can’t offer ED, they will offer a “likely letter” based on a completed application so that a swimmer will not apply ED at another college. In this case, make sure you have discussions with the Financial Aid office to confirm, even preliminarily, what aid may be available to you. 
It is very flattering to be a sought after recruited athlete. Despite this, really listen to the responses to your questions. Some coaches have limited “tag” opportunities available to them. Some coaches are better able to anticipate Admissions office decisions than others. Be careful as to what you want to hear them say vs what they actually are or are not saying. A good coach has an excellent handle on what types of student-athletes their admissions department will accept.
What are the differences between Early Decision (ED) and Early Action (EA)?
ED and EA allow you to both apply and learn the college’s decisions earlier than a regular admission decision. Many ED or EA deadlines occur in the fall or there may even be two separate ED or EA decision deadlines. Verify with the college whether you are allowed to apply EA to other schools. Speak to your school guidance counselor and ask your prospective school for information. Early Decision is binding. This means that if you are accepted, you must attend that school and withdraw any applications submitted to other colleges. You will not be able to compare financial offers. Be comfortable with the financial aid package that your ED school preliminarily gives you. Early Action is not binding. This means that you will hear their decision early and if accepted, you may compare admissions and financial aid offers and are not obligated to accept admission until a later date in the year. Some schools now offer Single-Choice Early Action. This is similar to EA except that you agree to not apply early decision to other colleges (though you may apply regular decision to other colleges). Before applying via any of these options, make sure you are fully informed as to the rules and restrictions. These  are contracts that you make with the college. 

