Senior Year:

· Prepare an overall “Application Grid” which includes the names of each school, deadlines for applications, documents and letters of recommendation required, type of application ie common, deadlines for all financial aid applications, etc. Also note when acceptance letters are expected to be sent.

· Take additional Standardized tests, if needed

· Familiarize yourself with the Admissions, School and Recruiting websites to gather team and team information available for each college that you are considering applying to. Know why you want to apply to each school.

· Go on recruit trips!

· Follow-up with coaches immediately! Reconfirm your interest in their program.

· Continue to work hard in school. Fall grades are very important to colleges/coaches. 

· Follow up/double check to make sure that letters of recommendation, transcripts and applications are received in a timely manner (financial aid information too)

· Submit applications in a timely manner ie in advance of the deadlines (remember, if computers crash, it is always right around deadline time). Before submitting, make a photocopy of your application for your file (note: for some schools, you are not able to see the application once it is submitted). Make sure to keep track of any information the colleges may send you re: application ID numbers, student ID numbers, instructions for logging onto Admissions websites, passwords, financial aid, housing instructions, orientation information, etc. Know how each college is going to communicate with you.

· January: File the Free Application for Federal Student (FAFSA) as soon as possible after January 1st. This is not an easy form to fill out and requires a solid handle on what the current year tax returns will look like. Once submitted, it is very time consuming to make corrections. Check with your prospective colleges about additional financial aid application forms and requirements.

· Determine how you will hear from each college you have applied to as dates and communications vary greatly: traditional mail, emails, student logging into an Admissions website, etc.

· Check emails frequently for correspondence from each college.

· May 1st is the acceptance date for most schools. It is important that you notify each college that you were accepted to as your choice. If you accept college admittance before hearing from any other schools, it is important to withdraw your application from those schools. 
· Congratulations! Buy college gear!

The Application Grid (a working tool):
We recommend that you make a large grid of deadlines and requirements for all the schools you will be applying to (poster size?). This will provide you a visual aid, an application map and a checklist to use during the Application time period. As applications are submitted, test scores and transcripts sent and letters of recommendation are requested/sent, check them off on the grid. We recommend that the grid include:

· Name of the School

· Type of Application – School specific vs common application

· Specific Deadlines – regular decisions, rolling, early decision, early action, etc. 

· Letters of Recommendation – how many and from whom ie teachers, counselor, friend, other

· Standardized Test Reports – SAT, ACT, IB, AP (all or 

· Official Transcripts

· Essay questions and Personal Statements and required length of responses
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Application Grid
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Financial Aid

