Begin to think about what you are looking for in your college experience.

Visiting college campuses in your own backyard:
When you are traveling around California or the country, drop by campuses not to determine if this is THE school for you but to fine tune what you are looking for and to get a feel for the entire process. As a freshman or sophomore, it is not as important that you take the formal tour but at least get an impression of each campus as it provides valuable feedback. This is important input as it is not practical or efficient or economical to visit every school nor is it likely that you will visit all of the schools that you are even applying to. With known criteria, it is easier to narrow down the list of potential schools. Ask yourself, “Would I like a school like this?” or “What things about this school do I like? dislike?”. You do not need to fall in love with a specific school but instead learn what your criteria as you can then overlay them over the entire country or geographic region you are interested in. However, it is highly recommended that you do take formal tours of some campuses (especially your Junior year) as it will help to further define your criteria and to differentiate one campus from another. Even in our back yard (within an hour of home), there is a tremendous variety of schools that you can visit to help you decide what some of your criteria are. For example, UC Berkeley, San Francisco State, Stanford, University of San Francisco, University of Santa Clara, Saint Mary’s College, UC Davis, UC Santa Cruz, Mills College, University of the Pacific, San Jose State, Cal State East Bay, Sonoma State, Sacramento State. These schools alone are totally varied and will provide you with valuable information in regards to urban/suburban/rural, size of the student body, research institution or traditional liberal arts, private vs public, proximity to support services, lifestyles, accessability, etc. Again, you don’t need to fall in love with one of these campuses but the “feel” of them will provide valuable input as to what appeals to you. 

