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In today's world of blame and finger-pointing, we're teaching our kids that accountability and responsibility are slippery slopes that don't mean what they used to. For example, have you witnessed a parent-teen conversation that went anything like this:
Teenager: "Please, Mom and Dad, just let me do this, and I promise that I will take full responsibility for it."
 Parent: "Do you realize that taking full responsibility means that if it backfires and goes wrong, you will own up to it, pay back whatever it takes to make up for it going wrong and learn from it so that it doesn't happen again?"
Teenager: "I didn't agree to that."
Parent: "Well, then what do you think taking full responsibility means?"
Teenager: "That if it goes wrong, I will say, 'I'm sorry."
 
Among our main roles and responsibility as parents is to teach, coach, guide and pass on to our children the character traits of self-reliance, resourcefulness, initiative, taking responsibility for one's actions and learning from one's mistakes. If at age 18 they are lacking these, they are going to find success, happiness and life in general a challenge and even overwhelming.
 
To bring it into sharper focus, consider that at the exact moment that you as a parent bail out your child from facing the consequences of their screw-ups and taking full responsibility for them, literally millions of children in this world the same age as your child are taking full responsibility for their actions and becoming smarter, stronger and wiser.  And when children feel no responsibility or accountability for their actions, the next step is for them to feel and act entitled - entitled to act according to how they feel and to what will immediately gratify them, and entitled to not do whatever they don't want to do. 
 
What We Can and Need to Do
An initial step that might be helpful is to reach a consensus between parents and their children as to what terms related to personal responsibility mean.  Here are ten terms that come to mind:
1. Commitment: the level of dedicated action(s) you continue to take after your enthusiasm for an enterprise stops.
2. Accountability: taking full responsibility for your actions by owning up to the negative or failed results.
3. Maturity: how well you are able to resist an irresistible impulse and instead have and exercise judgment and do the reasonable thing. 
4. Honesty: this is simply telling the truth according to the facts as you understand them. 
5. Forthrightness: this is coming forward and telling the truth and revealing untruths that you become aware of. 
6. Character: what you do when you are frustrated, angry, annoyed, afraid and/or bored and nobody is watching and your chance of getting caught is close to nil.
7. Sacrifice: what you do unto others who will not (immediately) be able to pay you back by doing unto you.
8. Compassion: what you feel unto others who will not be able to do more than say, "Thank you."
9. Thinking ahead and planning: overcoming the aversion to anything that causes you to forego immediate gratification.
10. Listening: and then pausing to consider what you've heard before rejecting it, tuning out or competing with it (a skill every generation needs to learn).
Make it a central part of discussions with children as to why we should care about these ideas and values how to implement these values into schoolwork, activities and life.
