[bookmark: _GoBack]PARENTS… past and present… WELCOME to the Putnam County YMCA Swim Team Tigersharks!
Swim team helps advance a swimmer’s progression and athletic agility.  It also helps them achieve individual goals that contribute to the overall team goal thus team points.
It’s been the experience that swimmers also achieve a sense of responsibility and develop strong friendships.
Some notes to help you through the season VERY IMPORTANT:
1. Once you register for swim team you will receive info to create your account on our website. www.putnamcoswimteams.com   This is how information is shared for practice cancelations, meet sign up, meet cancelations, etc etc.  If you sign up for a meet and plans change please take the time to remove or “decline” your swimmer under team unify.  If the deadline has past please contact a coach.
2. If you do not sign your swimmer up for the meet and arrive the day of the meet, they will not be able to be entered into the meet.
3. Text Remind – important to sign up for this to get updates as they happen. – check out the website on directions to sign up
4. If Ottawa-Glandorf cancels school due to weather there will be no practice.  All other holidays for practice schedules please see the web site.
5. Fridays before home meets we usually have a fun night for the kids at the end of practice.  These will be listed in events that you sign up for meets online. You do not need to sign your child up for these events but if you can help provide items or your assistance for these fun nights please look there to sign up.
6. Note the swim meet schedule and deadline to sign up your swimmer. We need all parents of swimmers to help work the home meets.  You may sign up on line or a job will be assigned to you.  Please be sure we have an updated email in our system to receive reminders of works schedule. If a parent cannot work the meet we welcome grandparents, older siblings (please ask for age requirements for different jobs) etc.
7. There is no specific end time of a swim meet.  A swim meet existing of a dual meet can last as long as 3 hours.  Invitationals can last up to 8 hours or more. The heat sheet distributed the day of the event can sometimes clock when the last event will finish.
8. It is the parent’s job to make sure the swimmer is taught the number of events, where to line up, and when to be at the blocks. If there’s a Clerk of Courts (Bullpen) for ages 8 and under please make sure your swimmer is lined up prior to his or her event.  The coaches do what they can to assist when and where but at times can be difficult with the number of participants and wanting to give each swimmer individualized instruction.  If you are a new parent, be sure to arrive at your first meet early to understand event numbers and what is needed to know.
9. AWAY swim meets traveling-directions to the pool will be listed on Team Unify.
10. Swim Champs.. at the end of the season the swim teams under the Northwest Ohio YMCA league compete in a Championship held at Bowling Green State University.  Your swimmer must complete at least 3 YMCA swim meets to qualify for competing at the Championship.
