Hood River Valley Swim Team

Swim Meet Entry Policy and Procedures Fact Sheet

Swim meets are the highlight of being on a swim team. It is what swimmers work hard for in practice, and the goal of attending a high level swim meet – be it the Oregon State Championships, Sectionals, Nationals or the Olympic Trials – is in every motivated athlete’s mind. 
This fact sheet will hopefully answer your questions about the process for entering swim meets with the Hood River Valley Swim Team. 

Who can represent HRVST at swim meets? 

Only swimmers who are members of our team are eligible to swim in meets representing our team. The definition of a team member is: a swimmer who is currently paying team dues and is currently registered with USA Swimming through the Hood River Valley Swim Team. 

Who can represent HRVST in relays at swim meets? 

Swimmers who meet the criteria to be members of HRVST may be placed on relays at swim meets as long as the swimmer is currently attending team workouts. This is required so that the coach knows the ability of the swimmer. Other factors are also considered in making the decision as to who swims relays including previous team swimming experience, workout attendance, etc. It is the coach’s decision regarding who swims each relay. 

Why is it so important athletes are currently registered with USA Swimming? 

If a non-registered swimmer swims in a USA sanctioned swim meet, that swimmer is liable for a $100 fine for each swim contested. Also, the insurance that our team carries through USA Swimming is only in effect when all swimmers are registered with USA Swimming. Therefore, no uninsured swimmers can participate. 

Why are swim meet entries needed in advance? 

Swim meets are designed for only a certain number of swimmers. When the meet host reaches their entry limit, no further entries can be accepted. In order to ensure our success at entering swim meets as a team, we need to enter meets ahead of the entry deadline. 

What happens if there is a mistake in a meet entry? 

You need to talk to the coach as soon as possible if you find a mistake in a meet entry. Usually this can be corrected, but we want just one contact from our team working with the meet entry person on the host team. 

Why don’t I automatically get entered into swim meets? 

If you wish to be automatically entered into every swim meet, just let the coach know and you will be put on an ‘enter every meet’ list until we are notified otherwise. We do not automatically enter swimmers since we know everyone has busy schedules, and not every meet works for every family. Therefore, we ask who would like to enter each meet. 

This seems confusing! 

It really is quite easy. The main thing to remember is that all meet entries go through the coach. Get your meet entries in before our team deadline. If there are any questions, ask the coach. Having one person in charge of all the entries simplifies the process and allows our team to maintain good working relationships with other swim teams. 

Entering Team Meets 

Swim meets will be entered in the following manner at team designated meets in order to ensure our team continues to be successful in entering these meets. 

1. Team members will be e-mailed the meet information. 

2. Parents then need to tell the coach that they wish to enter their swimmer at the swim meet, and in which events, before our team entry deadline.  This can now be done on our Team Unify website.  Log in, click on the meet, and commit your swimmer to the event.  In the note box specify which events you wish to enter.
3. Parents will then pay the entry fee for the meet. 

4.  The coach will then review the swimmers’ registrations to ensure all athletes are current members of USA Swimming and active members of the team, collate the entries and enter the team in the meet, ensure that the host team gets paid, and update the results in the team computer after the meet. 

What if I want to enter a swim meet that our team is not attending? 

We are happy to accommodate swimmers who occasionally wish to enter swim meets outside of our team swim meet schedule. Please see below “Entering Non-Team Meets”. However, we are a team and it is expected that swimmers who wish to compete for HRVST will attend team meets with our team and our coaches. 

Entering Non-Team Meets 

For swimmers who wish to swim at a non-team designated meet, the entry procedure will be as follows: 

1. Team member will give the coach the meet information along with the events the swimmer wishes to swim. 

2. The coach will then ensure that the swimmer is an active member of HRVST and is currently registered with USA Swimming, then will print out a list of the meet events along with the swimmer’s correct USA swimming registration number and best times. 

3. Coach will then give this printout to the swimmer so the parents can then mail the entry sheet along with the entry fee check to the host team. 

4. After the meet, the swimmer will give the coach the list of times swum at the meet, and the coach will update the information in the team computer. 

5. Swimmers may swim in one non-team designated meet per year. If additional meets are desired, the swimmer must get prior approval from the coach. 

What if I don’t follow the steps outlined above in entering swim meets? 

Swimmers who do not wish to follow our meet entry procedures will swim unattached at meets for a period of four months following his/her non-conforming entry. 
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