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Vienna Area “B” Meet Rules 
 
The purpose of the Vienna Area “B” meets is to provide opportunities for developmental 
swimmers to set personal records and earn place ribbons in competitive swim meets.  
With such opportunities for success, we hope to promote a life-long love of the sport of 
swimming for all participants, and to provide training and experience for potential “A” 
meet swimmers. 
 

1. All six teams in the Vienna League agree to schedule four B-meets within the 
season, swimming against a different team in the league each time.  There will be 
a scheduled bye-week for all teams which can be used to hold an intra-squad meet 
or other team function as decided by individual teams.  The bye-week date(s) for 
the following year to be determined at a post-season meeting. 
 

2. All meets will be dual meets unless tri-meets are necessary. 
 

3. Meets will be held on agreed upon Monday evenings in June and July.  All meets 
will start at 6:30 p.m. unless an earlier or later start date is agreed upon by both 
teams meeting on a specific date. Meets canceled because of weather will be 
rescheduled for the next day, Tuesday.  (Teams should note possible conflicts 
with dive meets when rescheduling.)  Meet schedules and the bye-week, will be 
determined at the spring “B” coordinators’ meeting.  (Note:  B meets will not be 
held the week of July 4th when the federal holiday falls on Monday, July 4th or 
5th).   

 
4. All individual events of the NVSL will be swum, with the addition of 6 & Under 

25 meter freestyle and backstroke.  Team reps will decide on a weekly basis if 
IM’s will be swum during the meet, and in what order during the meet.  At a 
minimum, the IM will be swum during the last two meets of the season.  Any 
changes in event order should be agreed upon beforehand by the team reps.  
Meets should finish by 9:00 p.m. 

 
5. Participating teams may enter all qualified swimmers.  As many heats as 

necessary will be run to accommodate the swimmers.  To expedite the meet, 
events may be combined to fill the lanes.  Also, teams should screen swimmers to 
try to eliminate those who are likely to DQ.  (This applies mainly to young 
swimmers in the breaststroke and butterfly events. They should be encouraged to 
swim freestyle and backstroke where they are less likely to DQ.) 

 
6. Swimmer are eligible to be awarded a place ribbon in each week’s B meet as long 

as he/she did not win a first or second place ribbon in any individual event in the 
previous Saturday’s regularly scheduled NVSL “A” meet.  A swimmer who 
earned a third place in the previous “A” meet may not swim that stroke in the 
following “B” meet, but may swim another stroke for place.  .  An award of a 
ribbon in a developmental meet or a practice competition does not disqualify that 
swimmer from further developmental competition, not does winning a relay 
ribbon in an NVSL event.  Exceptions to this rule for the benefit of the 
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individual swimmer may be discussed and agreed upon by the participating team 
reps prior to the start of the meet.  The eligibility rules do not apply to IM heats 
swum as part of any B meet.  
 

7. A swimmer is limited to two events in his/her age group and cannot repeat any 
stroke.  Swimmers who place 1st or 2nd in an A-meet will be allotted a total of 3 
strokes/events (this does not include relays) over the course of both meets.  IM’s 
count as a stroke. Exceptions to this rule may be discussed and agreed upon by the 
participating team reps prior to the start of the meet. 

 
8. Swimmers that place 1st or 2nd in the prior A-meet may swim as unofficial 

swimmers in the following B-meet.   They may not swim the same stroke(s) that 
they placed with at the A-meet. If a swimmer is absent from an “A” meet, his/her 
eligibility will be based on the last “A” meet he/she attended.  Exceptions to this 
rule may be discussed and agreed upon by the participating team reps prior to the 
start of the meet. 
 

9. Cards of unofficial swimmers must be marked “unofficial” in red ink. 
 

10. At the discretion of the Clerk of Course of the hosting team, unofficial swimmers 
may be placed in combined heats at the end of each stroke, regardless of age/sex.  
For example, after all freestyle events have been swum, there may be additional  
heat(s) for unofficial freestyle swimmers.  If the Clerk of Course chooses to not 
have separate heats, unofficial swimmers will be placed heats within their age 
groups.  Unofficial swimmers will not be eligible for place ribbons. 
 

11. All Unofficial swimmers who are swimming a 25 meter race will routinely swim 
in combined heats (8 and unders, and 9-10 fly) within their age group.   Unofficial 
swimmers will not be eligible for place ribbons. 

 
12. The best six times of all heats combined in each event, excluding the unofficial 

heats, will determine 1st through 6th place ribbon winners.  In cases of ties, 
duplicate ribbons will be given.  Other competitors and swimmers who DQ will 
receive competitor ribbons. 
 
 

13. The following officials are required: 
  
 HOST TEAM:  Referee, Starter, Announcer, Chief Timer, ½ of the lane timers, 2 
 Stroke and Turn Judges, at least one Clerk of Course, 2-3 table workers, 2 or 3 
 runners (one to run heat numbers from clerk of course to referee and announcer, 
 and one to run cards from chief timer to table). 
 
 VISITING TEAM:  Administrative Referee (to expedite DQ slips, especially for 
 meets with lots of swimmers), 2 Stroke and Turn Judges, at least one Clerk of 
 Course, 2-3 table workers, ½ of the lane timers (9 at most pools, 12 at VAC). 
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 Timers:  Pools with 6 lanes require a total of 18 timers, so each team provides 
 9 timers with watches.  VAC has 8 lanes, so each team provides 12 timers 
 with watches.  Timers must be at least 15 years of age. 
 

14. Each team will supply its own place ribbons and competitor ribbons, and is 
responsible for printing the individual ribbon labels. 
 

15. Entries should be completed prior to the meet on pre-printed cards using the 
Hytek software, and brought to the meet by the coaches or team reps.  Cards 
should indicate the swimmers’ ages and gender (particularly if the name is 
“Chris,” “Casey,” “Morgan,” etc.) to facilitate card review for table workers in 
combined heats.   Each team should provide its table workers with an up-to-date 
list of their qualified swimmers by age group.  This list can be generated by the 
Hytek computer software, and indicates which strokes swimmers are eligible to 
swim that week. 

 
16. After the start of B-meet warm-ups, any changes to timecards are not permitted.  

Any extenuating circumstances must have the approval & initials of the B-meet 
coordinator to ensure that eligibility rules have been followed.  This is to prevent 
timecards from being inaccurately marked to accommodate last minute changes 
(e.g., timecards of ineligible swimmers not being marked as “unofficial”, 
swimmer swimming more than 2 events etc).  B-meet coordinators are the only 
team representatives who have the authority to write new timecards. 
 
 

17. The host team rep should contact the visiting team rep the weekend prior to the 
meet.  Discussion will confirm rain date if needed, participation of unofficial 
swimmers, warm-up times, possible inclusion if IM heats, any necessary 
accommodations for handicapped swimmers or spectators, and any variances 
from regular procedures.   

 
18. The host pool will make all arrangements for the efficient conduct of the meet. 

 
19.  To expedite the completion of the meet, announcements of meet event results 

(place 1-3) should not delay race events from starting. Whenever possible, the 
broadcast of race results should take place simultaneously to events being swum 
or when there is an official pause in the meet, such as a pause due to a swimmer 
DQ.   Race results should be announced as they become available. 

 
 
 
 


