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8U Swimmers Getting the Big Picture 
 
Many years ago, three blind men ventured upon an 
elephant. The man standing near the tail described 
the animal as thin and wispy while his friend 
positioned near the midsection claimed the creature 
was stout and immovable. Their companion was 
holding the elephant’s trunk and announced that the 
beast was sinewy and flexible. All three had reliable 
data, but they could never agree about the true 
nature of the subject – not until they gained 
perspective. 
 
In similar fashion 8U swimmers may be debating 
whether the summer swim season is mostly about 
hanging out with friends, learning various swim 
strokes or pursing heat ribbons. One thing is certain 
based on data from the first two swim meets. The 
Makos are off to a fast start and local fans like what 
they see in the 8U division. When youngsters like 
Timothy Shank, Jenna Delaney, Margaret Brisbin 
and Patrick Burns hit the water this morning for 
their respective races, they’ll have full support from 
a strong neighborhood swimming program 
celebrating its 10th season in the Prince William 
Swim League (PWSL).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After working hard this year at nearby Coles and 
Marshall Elementary Schools, the 8U crowd may 
very well be broadening their perspectives by 
reading pleasure books this summer about 
mysterious and far away places that they may one 
day visit and even venture a swim. Based on a quick 
review of Southern Living Magazine, our top 
summertime recommendations include Stanley Park 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, where a mermaid 
is regularly seen just about 100m offshore; Barton 
Springs in Austin, Texas, where the water 
temperature averages 68º F year around; and the 
fjords outside Oslo, Norway, where Vikings once 
roamed. 
 
Competing on her 6th birthday last week, Joy 
Combs swam as if she was being chased by a 
Viking – fast! She along with other 8U swimmers 
like Chloe Ouellette, Bailey Case, Sam Page, and 
Tyler Tolson will try for another win for the Makos 
as they travel to Westridge this Saturday. More 
importantly, they’ll be opening their eyes to broad 
perspectives such as teamwork and sportsmanship 
that will serve them well for years to come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8U girls Jade Beckett, Lauren Pion and Kelly 
Sikora have a look of determined concentration as 
they meet with the clerk-of-the-course last 
Saturday at the Dale City meet. A mid-morning 
thunderstorm left everyone scrambling for cover 
and caused officials to end the meet early. 

Joseph Willever (above) and Rachel Meltzer 
(below) swam brilliantly last week vs. the 
Frogs . The 8U group enjoyed their annual 
miniature golf outing this week. 



Faces in the Crowd – Summer Mystery 
Edition. Can you find the three photos 
that don’t belong and name their 
geographical locations? 
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