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Head Swim Coach: Tom Wyllie

Dive Coach:  Chalmers McGillivray

Asst. Swim Coach: Kellie Howe

Asst. Swim Coach: Jim LaFave

*Captains



Tate Chutkow – 4-year Swimmer
• I started swimming at Cranbrook Swim Club when I was seven years old. Since 

then, I’ve swam for BBA, BBD, and finally MCA.
• My favorite memories have been all little things. Getting out of practice early 

to eat breakfast with the team or hanging around in the showers for half an 
hour after practice ended.

• My favorite memories of Coach Tom are all the various stories he told us 
about former Seaholm swimmers. I hope that one day, he will tell stories 
about us to future teams.

• My best performance was at the State Meet sophomore year when I dropped 
2 seconds in the 100 breast from prelims to finals and got 4th.

• I’ve learned the importance of having teammates to support you through the 
worst times. There have been many grueling practices I probably couldn’t 
have finished without the encouragement of my teammates and I’m very 
grateful for everything they’ve done for me.

• I’ll be swimming and studying math or physics at Williams College in the Fall.
• Advice? Always give your best effort no matter how bad it hurts. Because the 

disappointment you feel after giving up is far worse than the pain you feel 
during the hardest sets.

• I’d like to thank Coach Tom, Kellie, and Jim for guiding me to become the best 
swimmer I can be. I’d also like to thank all of my teammates for always being 
there for me. Finally, I’d like to thank my mom and dad for everything they do. 
I couldn’t be the athlete I am today without the support of all of these people.
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Jake Buese – Captain – 4-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming competitively at the age of eight for Woodside under coach 

Anne Wind. Since that time, I swam for Atlantis and BBD.
• The best memory that I have from swimming here is the breakfast at Bob Evans 

before the Spartan Meet. Having the whole team drive out to the middle of nowhere 
and sit down for breakfast is just such a fun experience. Also listening to Coach Tom 
tell us the steak and eggs story the day before. It’s such a nostalgic thing that I'm 
sure I'll look back on fondly for many years to come.

• By far my favorite memory of Coach Tom is when I got my first State Cut at Leagues 
my sophomore year. If there's one thing I’ve learned it's that Tom doesn't want any 
of us to get too cocky, so he makes sure you're really deserving of compliments 
before giving them. In this case when I finished my swim and walked over to him, he 
was ecstatic. I tried to give him a high five but he hugged me and congratulated me 
and I don't think I’ve felt so good about a swim since then.

• My most memorable meet was league meet sophomore year, where I qualified for 
States in both backstroke and butterfly by barely .2 seconds.

• I’ve learned that there is no better team, no better experience, and no better family 
then the one we create here at Seaholm. These are people who I’ll always have a 
strong connection to and hopefully in the future we can all look back and laugh at 
our fear of fifty-fifties.

• I plan on pursuing a Major in Finance and Minor in Marketing at Grand Valley State 
University. After that, who knows?!

• Advice? As much as practice and the schedule may stinks, nothing stinks as much as 
having to say goodbye to your friends when your swim career finally comes to an 
end. Make the most of it, enjoy your time with the coaches and your team, and 
never leave a practice having not given 100% effort.

• I can't possibly name all of the people I want to thank, but thank you to my parents, 
to Tom, Kellie, Jim, Eric, Rob, and all of the parents who have ran the team during 
my four years here.  Also to my teammates, to my fellow seniors, and to my fellow 
captains. It’s been a great four years and I’m sure we’ll all go on to do some amazing 
things.
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Tom Girdler – Captain - 4-Year Swimmer
• I began swimming at the age of 6. I have been swimming for 12 years, 

spending most of my swim career with the Birmingham Athletic Club and 
Birmingham Blue Dolphins.

• My favorite Seaholm Swim and Dive team memory is winning the OAA Red 
Division League Championship back to back years, and being a part of many 
fast relays over the years.

• My favorite Coach Tom memory is his use of the Fig Newton One More Time 
jingle, most notably used in between rounds of 50x50s on the :50 best 
average freshman year.

• My most memorable swim performance is my 100 breaststroke at the OAA 
League Meet during my sophomore year, where I broke 1:00.00 for the first 
time and cut over 2 seconds off my previous lifetime best.

• I’ve learned every single swimmer or diver needs to give it their all to achieve 
team success, and it is just as important to encourage others as it is to focus 
on yourself.

• I have been accepted into the University of Michigan, Kelley School of 
Business at Indiana University, and Purdue University. I plan to study 
business or engineering and will make a final decision in the near future.

• Advice? My biggest piece of advice is to eat the elephant one bite at a time. 
Do not worry about the whole set, practice, or season. Instead, focus on 
every repetition, stroke, turn, and finish, and always give each moment your 
best effort because you will never have a wasted opportunity back.

• I would like to thank Coach Tom, Coach Jim, Coach Kellie, and Coach 
Chalmers, for their dedication, commitment, and support of the entire team. 
I would also like to thank all of my past and present teammates for their 
encouragement. Finally, I would also like to thank my mom, my dad, and my 
sister for always being there for me.
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Carter Ehrke – 4-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming at Derby Middle School in 7th grade. That summer I tried 

Forest Hills for the first time, but stopped after that year. I have been 
swimming only during the winter season for six years.

• My favorite swim and dive memory would have to be winning the League 
Meet back to back years. It’s so exciting and intense when all the teams are at 
the end of each swimmers lane cheering until the end of the race.

• My favorite Coach Tom moment would have to be my very first practice my 
freshman year. For almost half the practice he had us up in the stands solving 
puzzles in groups trying to get people to learn each other's names and how to 
work together as a team.

• Most memorable swim performance was the League Meet my junior year. I 
set personal best times in both the 50 free and 100 fly. I have never felt more 
happy for myself knowing that I trained hard to get to that point.

• I’ve learned to be a good role model for the underclassmen. By setting the 
example, because one day they will think back to who they looked up to, and 
what example they showed for the team.

• I plan on going to college to pursue either an engineering degree or law 
degree.

• Advice? As Tom would say, “how would you eat an elephant? One bite at a 
time.” Take a set like 50 50’s and take it one 50 at a time.

• I would like to thank my parents for always dealing with my attitude from 
being tired all the time. I would also like to thank the parents for helping out 
with food and all kinds of goodies after practice or before a swim meet. Of 
course, thank you Coach Tom for always putting effort into me to make me 
become the best swimmer I could be. Thanks Coach Kellie for always thinking 
of me and always being there when I need you. Lastly, thanks Coach Jim for 
giving me motivation wherever I needed it, and thanks for pushing me to make 
me a better swimmer.
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Eric Howell – 4-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming when I was around 8 years old at the Country Club of 

Detroit, then swam from 6th-8th grade at BCS before starting at Seaholm.
• My favorite memory was bitter sweet. When I was given the chance to go to 

the last chance meet to get my state cut junior year and a lot of my team 
members made the drive to come cheer me on and to swim with me in the 
relay.

• Favorite Coach memory was when Coach Tom would make me swim with an 
empty water bottle under my chin for laps and laps.

• Most memorable swim was junior year at leagues when I swam the 100 fly 
and 100 free back to back.

• I’ve learned many things but one of the biggest things is that when you eat 
an elephant you have to eat it one bite at a time.

• I will be studying biology at Indiana University.
• Advice? To genuinely put your head down when you swim it actually makes it 

easier.
• I would first like to thank Coach Rob, Coach Eric, Coach Jim, and Coach Kellie 

for being the best assistant coaches and all working together making me the 
swimmer I am today. Next, I would of course like to thank Coach Tom for 
perfecting my four strokes over the four years I was on the team and 
teaching me how to break that pain barrier. Finally, thank you to my 
teammates and my parents who have also supported me throughout my 
swimming career.
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Wes Herbster – 4-Year Swimmer
• I swam summers at Forest Hills Swim Club for the last five years
• Favorite memory is being part of the league champion team last year.
• My favorite Coach Tom memory is when, at our “Virtual Banquet,” he 

named me the Most Improved Swimmer after last season. I am very 
proud of this.

• My most memorable swim was when I swam my fastest times in the 50 
free and 100 free at Rochester High this year.

• I learned how to be dedicated and to work hard so I could be a member of 
a very successful team.

• I haven't yet made my final plans (after graduation) but I plan to continue 
my academic education as well as continue swimming to stay healthy and 
fit.

• Advice? I want my teammates to understand that kids of all abilities can 
overcome challenges to be part of a team. You just need to work hard and 
believe in yourself and trust your coaches.

• I want to thank all of my coaches for recognizing my potential. I especially 
want to thank Coach Tom, Coach Kellie and also Preston for helping along 
the way. I hope Seaholm Swim & Dive continues to be great in the years 
after I’m gone.
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THIS REMARKABLE GROUP OF SENIORS!

CARTER EHRKE

CURRAN TEW

TOM GIRDLER

AIDAN WISE

BRYCE LIDDELLKAM LIBERMAN



THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK TO

JAKE BUESE

JOE NOVAK

TATE CHUTKOW

ERIC HOWELL

MITCH MOLLISON

WES HERBSTER



Bryce Liddell – 3-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming at 11 Years old for the Forest Hills Water hogs, I have swam 

for BBA, Forest Hills, Derby.
• My favorite team memory is the time the team won kickboard wars during deal 

or no deal for a Christmas break practice.
• My favorite Coach Tom memory is the time he decided to finally go easy on the 

team and made a fake set that led to a team breakfast instead of practice.
• My most memorable swim was the ‘20 OAA Red League meet 100 fly, I was able 

to get a national cut and put myself in contention for all state in that event.
• I’ve learned that no challenge is too difficult or too crazy as long as you work 

hard and give everything you've got.
• I plan to swim after college and study Engineering.
• Advice? Don’t be afraid of adversity, welcome it and fight to become a better 

version of yourself.
• Thanks to Coach Tom for all the times he's been there for me from my first time 

being on the team to my time injured and being away from the team and to my 
first state cut and doing everything he can to make me a better person as well 
as a swimmer. Coach Kellie who has helped me as a swimmer and as an 
employee at Beachwood helping me at my first ever job, Coach Jim from the 
time I was just an 11 year old wearing a bathing suit doing starts at a practice to 
finishing it out here at Seaholm. Thanks to my teammates for helping me get 
through practice, especially during 50 50’s and being there for me when I wasn't 
even in the water. My parents Stacey and Byrne for all the hard work they've put 
in for me through the good and bad, and being there for me every minute in the 
Cleveland Clinic. Coach Karl from Forest Hills for all he did to kickstart my swim 
career and get me back into it, and Dr. Caputo of the Cleveland Clinic for the 
amazing surgery he did on me to get me back into swimming again, And to 
everyone has helped me get along the way on my journey.
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Kam Liberman - 4-Year Diver
• I started diving in the eighth grade, a little over 4 years ago. I dive with 

Legacy Diving Club.
• My favorite team memories are from the post-League meet dinners at 

Bailey’s. It was really fun to hang out with all of my teammates after 
coming off of great swims/dives at Leagues.

• My favorite memories with Coach Chalmers are when he would put on his 
suit and dive with me and the other divers. Though it’s been a while since 
his diving days, he’s still got it!

• My most memorable meet was Leagues 2020. Especially during finals, 
when I was able to hear the large crowd go wild after my dives. The energy 
was so high, and winning that meet with one of my best scores is a feeling I 
will never forget.

• Being on the team has taught me the importance of being a role model. 
Having prior diving experience, I was sure to help my teammates out in any 
way I could. I was especially sure to share my advice about the mental 
component of the sport, in practice or in competition. Seeing my 
teammates improve helped me improve as well.

• I will be diving and studying Neuroscience at the University of Michigan.
• Advice? Embrace the team aspect of the sport. Having a team that has 

your back helps you get your head in the game is so useful in both 
swimming and diving. Though the sport may seem very individual, the 
team component is incredibly important.

• First, I would like to thank Chalmers for the great coaching and support 
throughout my entire diving career. I would also like to thank Coach Tom 
and the swimmers for embracing the divers and making sure we felt 
important and a part of the team. Finally, I would like to thank Aidan and 
Grayson especially for being the most supportive teammates and pushing 
me to improve every day.

SEAHOLM SWIM & DIVE

SENIOR CLASS OF 2021

DREAM 

BIGGER! 



Joe Novak – 4-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming in the summer before 1st Grade for Oakland Hills, and 

started BBD that school year. I swam for BBD for 3 years, BBA for 8 years, 
and Oakland Hills and Forest Lake for 6 years each.

• My favorite Seaholm Swim and Dive memory is blasting music for hours on 
end in the showers after practice with my teammates.

• My favorite memory with Coach Tom is the Oxford dual meet last year when 
I got both of my cuts untapered for the first time. He was so excited for me 
and jumping up and down while I finished my 500. I also can’t forget to 
mention all of the countless conversations we have had after all of these 
practices throughout the years.

• My most memorable swimming performance is my 200 Free at last year’s 
league meet. I moved up from 5th to 2nd and had the best race of my life!

• I have learned that hard work pays off so much in the end, and that 
swimming is much more of a team sport than it is an individual sport.

• I plan to study User Experience at the University of Michigan’s School of 
Information in the fall.

• Advice? The best piece of advice I have is to work as hard as you can in 
practice and meets, no matter how hard it hurts, because all of that pain 
goes away the second you see your goal time and/or a state cut on the board 
next to your name.

• I would like to thank Coaches Kellie and Jim for all of their amazing advice 
and work to run our team, Coach Tom for being the best swim coach I have 
ever had and everything he does to make our seasons happen, especially this 
year, and I would also like to thank my fellow teammates for all of their hard 
work to achieve our goal and for all of their support. Most importantly, I 
would like to thank my parents for all of the countless volunteer hours, early 
wakeups, and meals they have made for me and my teammates throughout 
my years as a swimmer, as well as my sister for her constant support, 
encouragement, and advice. Go Maples!
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Mitch Mollison - 1-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming when I was five years old. I swam at Orchard Lake 

Country Club for 12 years and I swam for BCS from 7-8 grade .
• I haven’t had many favorite moments yet, since this is my first year but I’d 

say just being around my teammates and cheering them on during the 
meets.

• One of the first practices,  I remember finishing a set Coach Tom came up 
to me and said “great job keep it up we could use you in the 100 fly” I said 
“oh no coach I’m not a butterflier” he said “well that’s because you haven’t 
been coached by me yet” that’s when I became super confident in him as 
my coach.

• Most memorable swim…I haven’t quite had one yet but I’m hoping in the 
future I have an amazing swim that results in a state cut.

• I’ve learned that the habits and hard work you build up with your team will 
bring out success in you and the people around you. I’ve learned that 
nothing comes easy and that you have to work extremely hard to get the 
result you want. And no matter how hard you want to give up just keep 
pushing.

• I’m planning on majoring in broadcast/Journalism but I’m torn between a 
few schools so I don’t know where I’m going to end up just yet.

• Advice? There is a lot of great young talent on this team so keep pushing 
to get better. I see a very successful next few years and the hard work will 
pay off.

• I want to thank coaches Tom, Kellie, and Jim for pushing me to become 
better everyday. My teammates for welcoming me with open arms when I 
joined the team just this year as that support really helped me a lot. And 
last,  I want to thank my family for supporting me and giving me all of the 
encouragement in the world to make me feel confident. And giving me so 
much support not only during this swim season but with everything else 
going on in my life.
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Aidan Wise – 4-Year Diver
• I started diving my freshman year of high school. I have trained with the 

Legacy club and the Ripfest club.
• Favorite moment is partying with the boys in the locker room after a big 

win.
• My best memories with Coach Chalmers are all of the life talks and diving 

with him during practice.
• My most memorable meet was the league meet my junior year, I finally 

qualified for states after missing the cut by .25 the previous year.
• Being a member of this team has taught me many life lessons and one of 

the biggest lessons I’ve learned is the importance of family, this team is 
looked at and feels just like a family. There is no way I could have done the 
early morning workouts or endless amounts of drills without my brothers 
by my side.

• After graduation I will be attending either The University of Montana, The 
University of Iowa, or The University of Colorado to study business. 

• Advice? Support your brothers. Everyone does better when they know 
they have the support of the whole team behind them.

• I would like to start by thanking Coach Chalmers for all the work he's done 
to greatly improve my diving abilities as well as make me a better human 
being. Coach Ginny for introducing me to the sport of diving and the 
constant support over the years. Coach Tom for making it very clear since 
my first practice that this is a swim AND DIVE team, along with the 
unconditional faith in us even with 3 new freshmen divers as his whole 
dive team. My mother and father for their constant support, and keeping 
me in the sport when I thought it might not be for me. Finally I want to 
thank my teammates Kam, Grayson, and Max, Without the support and 
positivity from my brothers I wouldn’t be at the place I am today or the 
person I am today.



Curran Tew – Captain - 4-Year Swimmer
• I started swimming at the age of five, I have swam for Forest Hills Swim 

Club in the summer, and Derby Middle School from grades 6-8.
• My favorite swim team memory is blasting music in the showers with the 

team after pm practices.
• My favorite memory with coach Tom is talking to him after my first time 

swimming the 500 free junior year and getting the state cut.
• My most memorable swim performance was the league meet junior year 

during my 500 free. It was my second time swimming and I placed first in 
that event!

• I have learned a lot from being on this team but one thing that stands out 
to me is how much of a team sport this sport is despite being known as an 
individual sport. Being on this team means that all of your teammates are 
expecting you to show up and bring your best effort.

• After graduation, I plan to pursue a degree in Marine Biology, but have not 
yet decided where.

• Advice? One piece of advice I would pass on to my teammates is to trust in 
the process. Sometimes you might think that some practices are a waste 
of time and that you should be doing other things but the coaches know 
what’s best and they are working their hardest to train us but we have to 
bring 100% effort to make that work.

• I would like to thank Coaches Jim and Kellie for all of their hard work put 
into this team and all the advice they have given us over the years, Coach 
Tom for being the best coach and teaching me so many things that I never 
thought I would learn on a high school swim team, I would also like to 
thank my teammates for being with me through all of these practices and 
meets and everything we do together, I couldn’t ask for a better team. I 
would also like to thank my parents for being the best parents I could ever 
have and dealing with me throughout all of high school. I also want to 
thank my sister for supporting me all the time despite not being with me in 
person.
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