TIGER SHARKS AQUATICS CODE OF CONDUCT: PARENTS

The purpose of a code of conduct for parents is to establish consistent expectations for behavior by parents.  As a parent/guardian, I understand the important growth and developmental support that my child’s participation fosters.  I also understand that it is essential to provide the coaching staff with respect and the authority to coach the team.  I agree with the following statements:
· Children should swim because he/she wants to. It is natural to resist anything they “have to do.” Self-motivation is the stimulus of all successful swimmers.
· I will always set the right example for our children by demonstrating sportsmanship and showing respect and common courtesy to the team members, coaches, competitors, officials, parents, and all facilities. Parents’ attitudes often dictate those of their children. A child might not be consciously aware of what is taking place while subconsciously absorbing powerful messages about his/her parents' desires. For example, be enthusiastic about taking your child to practice and meets, fund-raising projects, meetings, etc. – do not look at these functions as chores.
· I will get involved by volunteering, observing practices, cheering at meets, and talking with my child and their coach about their progress. If you have any questions about your child's training, contact the coach. Criticizing the coach in front of the child undermines the coach's authority and breaks the swimmer-coach support that is necessary for maximum success.
· I will refrain from coaching my child from the stands during practices or meets. The car ride home is not meant to be a time for continued coaching by parents as it is the coaches' job to offer constructive criticism of a swimmer's performance. It is the parents' job to supply love, recognition, and encouragement necessary to help the young athlete feel good about him or herself.
· I understand that criticizing, name-calling, use of abusive language or gestures directed toward coaches, officials, volunteers, and/or any participating swimmer will not be tolerated. No parent should behave in such a way as to bring discredit to the child, the team, or competitive swimming. Any disagreement with a meet official should be brought to the attention of the coach and handled by the coach.
· I will respect the integrity of the officials.
· I will respect the coaches and staff’s time by being timely with pick up and drop-off of my athletes. 
· I will direct my concerns to first to the Lead Group Coach or Session Coach at a meet; then, if not satisfied, to the appropriate supervisor.

I understand the above expectations and that my failure to adhere to them may result in disciplinary action.


___________________________________			_____________________
Signature(s)								Date
