Asl finish my fourth and final year asyour General Chairman, | want to thank the
following individualsfor all their support, patience and guidance. JimKelly, Peter Banks,
Mac Kennedy, Larry Shofe, Sherwood Watts ( one special Age Group Chair ), Jack Goltz,
Gaye Wright, Mitch Norton, Stuart Michelson and Steve L ochte. | also want to givea
special thanksto Helen Kelly. When she cameto work for Florida Swimming it wasa very
difficult time, with the passing of Irene Hackett and other office problems and situations.
Helen was met with many obstacles and difficulties from coaches, officials and swimming
parentsin tryingtoright Florida Swimming. I can now say with certainty and confidence
that Helen wasthe person for thejob. She hasdone afantastic job of helping Florida
Swimming over these bumps. She has gained the trust and respect of many in the Florida
Swimming community and has shown that sheistruly committed to making our LSC and
itsathletesthe best it can befor now and in the future.

| also want to thank and congratulate Mike Curley and his staff for the wonderful job they
did in winning thisyear’s Zone Championship in Houston, Texas. It has been a number of
years since Florida Swimming has taken home the team title. The credit goesto Sherwood
Wattsfor hisvision of how we could form a better Zone team and to Mike and his staff on
how well they ran a very smooth and professional team. | have heard nothing but
compliments on how well our swimmerswer e behaved and the sportsmanship they showed
toward their team mates and the other zone swimmers.

Finally, therewill be many new challenges facing Florida Swimming in the coming months
and years, but | firmly believe that we have the best L SC in U.S.A. Swimming and
whatever comes our way, we will be ableto overcome them and continue to make Florida
Swimming thebest LSC in the USA. | am very appreciative and honored that | was given
the opportunity to hopefully, in some way, make Florida Swimming a little better now than
when | first started asthe General Chairman.



