Fall LSC Officials Committee Meeting

October 8, 2011

Present

In Charleston – Ramona Neal, Dallas McNabb, Skip Hageboeck, Jeff  Breece, Bob Morris, Bill Coyle, Sonia Chambers

In Bridgeport – Brenda Howard, Christina Duncan, Bernie Pierce, Wendy Preaskorn, Derek Weaver, Melina Cavis

Sonia Chambers chaired the meeting since Jeff Crain was traveling.  Sonia thanked both Spilman, Thomas and Battle and Steptoe and Johnson law firms for hosting the conference call.

Old Business

“Fast-track” certification of Level II YMCA officials to USS Starter/Referee certification  

· There was much discussion regarding the comparability of the YMCA to the USS certification class, required testing and apprenticeship requirements.  Bill Coyle moved and Bob Morris seconded the motion to table the matter since it is a difficult one to develop a satisfactory plan for and there does not seem to be a pressing need to address it. The motion carried.

New Business
Separation of certification for Starter and Referee roles

· Discussion points included the different tests required for certification, the differences in the roles, what is done in other LSCs, the burden of separate apprenticeships, the potential of encouraging more officials to step into the roles if the certifications were separated, the danger of having officials stop at the starter certification, the amount of time one should be in the starter role before proceeding to the referee role.

· Jeff Breece moved and Bill Coyle seconded the motion to separate the roles with the following requirements for certification as a starter.  The motion carried.

· Starter

· The starter role shall be a transitional role.  It is expected that starters will begin the referee certification process within one year after becoming a starter.

· Starter candidates shall have been stroke and turn judges in good standing with WV Swimming for at least two years.

· Starter candidates shall complete the starter test with a minimum score of 90%.

· Starter candidates shall view the USS swimming starter video.

· After completing the starter test and viewing the video as referenced above, the candidate shall apprentice a minimum of 5 sessions at two or more meets, under two separate starters.  Two of these 5 sessions can be at YMCA or high school meets as long as the supervising starter is a USS certified starter.

· A new starter must be approved by the officials chair with positive endorsement of the supervising officials.

· Bill Coyle moved and Jeff Breece seconded a motion requiring the following for certification as a referee.  The motion carried.

· Referee

· Referee candidates shall be starters in good standing with WV Swimming.

· Referee candidates shall complete all required referee tests with a minimum score of 90%.

· Referee candidates shall view the appropriate USS training videos.

· After completing the tests and viewing the videos as mentioned above, the candidate shall apprentice in the referee role for a minimum of 4 sessions under two different USS certified deck referees.

· A new referee must be approved by the officials chair with positive endorsement of the supervising officials.

Recertification of starter and referee to include work requirements in stroke and turn roles

· Continued to next meeting

Requirement to attend one officials committee meeting per year for re-certification in all roles

· Bob Morris moved and Bill Coyle seconded the motion that stroke and turn officials be required to attend one meeting every two years, but that starters and referees be required to attend one meeting every year.  Two meetings will be help per year -- one in conjunction with the Fall LSC meetings and one with the Short Couse Championship meet.  Efforts will be made to conduct at least one of the meetings by conference call.  The motion carried.

Agenda for the next meeting will include

· Requiring work in stroke and turn position for starter and referee recertification

· Requesting that the House of Delegates consider the requirement for meet sanction include the club having a minimum of three stoke and turn officials.

Meeting adjourned.

