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What is Swim-A-Thon®?

Swim-A-Thon® is a USA Swimming trademarked pledge for length program. As a USA Swimming member, our club is obligated to participate in the USA Swimming program if we wish to undertake a pledge for length fundraiser.  There are over 500 clubs nationwide that participate in this program. A small portion of funds raised, either 5% or $12/swimmer, whichever is more favorable to the club, go to USA Swimming.  From the USA Swimming Swim-A-Thon Handbook: “Swim-A-Thon is not only an excellent fundraiser, but also an opportunity for teams to combine swimming and a social event. Additionally, Swim-A-Thon can boost team spirit and increase community awareness of the team.”


Who should participate in the Swim-A-Thon?
All swimmers registered with SWIM UTAH should participate. This is our principal fundraising event for the entire year and is a critical part of the budget.  Monthly fees do not cover all of the costs of running the team and fundraising is required of all members. For the swimmers, it is also an excellent opportunity to meet different team members, challenge themselves to a big swim, and do their part to contribute to the team.

Where will the money go?

Funds go to cover costs of operating the team, which is predominantly lane rental and coaching. Additional amounts help pay for equipment such as fins, paddles and video equipment.	As mentioned above, a small portion goes USA Swimming (about 5%), but the remainder goes to SWIM UTAH general budget. 

Why does SWIM UTAH need to continue to fundraise?

Put simply, it is expensive to operate a swim team, and monthly fees do not meet all expenses. These costs have risen dramatically in recent years.  Only a few years ago with almost the same number of swimmers, our pool rental costs were $16,000.  Now, with dramatic increases in rates from the county and the addition of the University of Utah Natatorium at $110/hour, our pool fees are just over $70,000.

How much in pledges should my child raise?

Clearly this amount varies as to level of involvement with SWIM UTAH and the other commitments of the swimmer and family. We have set $225 as the expected goal amount ($19 per month).	The required amount for all swimmers is $125  ($10/month). This amount earns the swimmer a raffle ticket for prizes. Though there were several swimmers who raised more than $1,000 in pledges last year and many who raised over
$500, sums which are undoubtedly beneficial for the club, the club would like emphasize maximum participation and fun.

How does SWIM UTAH’s Swim-A-Thon work?

Each swimmer will be given by their coach a goal number of laps they can be expected to swim on the day of the Swim-A-Thon. This will range from 50 laps for the youngest developmental swimmers to 200 laps for the more experienced swimmers. The swimmers will complete their online TU money profile and then send this link to an email list of friends and family.  They may also collect direct donations termed “offline donations” by cash or check. The swimmer or family must enter the donor information
in TU money.  The check or cash should be given on each successive Monday beginning 5/8/17 to one of the members of the Swim-A-Thon committee at the pool so it can be reconciled with information entered by the swimmer.  Families may also request Swim-A-thon donations billed directly to their Swim Utah Account.  Simply enter the amount as an offline donation and email the Swim Utah treasurer your request. After the Swim-A-Thon, we will celebrate on the pool deck with pizza and an awards ceremony.


How should pledges be collected?

Donations should Checks should be made out to SWIM UTAH and are fully tax deductible. These should be collected in advance on the assumption that all swimmers will swim their goals, but may also be collected after the Swim-A-Thon

What happens on Wednesdays?

On each of the three Wednesdays prior to and on the Swim-A-Thon day itself, the team who raised the most funds in the preceding week is awarded with a ceremonial prize and has the honor of pushing their coach into the pool. Only the swimmers from that team who are coached by that particular coach shall be allowed the honor.

Why are the swimmers divided onto different teams?

The coaches have divided the entire club into three teams who can have some fun competing with one another.	A coach as well as captains the team has elected will lead each team. The teams are composed of members from each age and swim group in order to help the different parts of the team get to know each other better. Teams will identify their own goals for the Swim-A-Thon and compete for fun prizes and the honor of tossing their coaches into the pool.



What are the benefits of the Swim-A-Thon beyond fundraising?

Swimming 200 laps is not easy, but the swimmers will all be capable of completing the goals set for them by their coaches.  Asking for money is also not easy, but when the swimmers learn to articulate the importance of their club to the community, to take pride in these endeavors and realize their potential for contribution, they learn lifelong lessons. Above all, the Wednesday coach dunking session, parties, prizes, and Swim- A-Thon are a lot of fun and help build a lifelong commitment to friendship and fitness.

How can I help my child ask for pledges for the Swim-A-Thon?

Most importantly:  help your swimmer with the often-difficult process of asking for pledges. Gently coach them by role-playing asking for a pledge.  Remind them that neighbors and friends are often more than happy to make small donations to support a youth activities within their community. Help them take pride in what they have achieved and remind them their dedication and fitness benefits everyone.


How can I help with the Swim-A-Thon?

Login to www.swimutes.com and navigate to the Swim-A-Thon and sign up for jobs. We will need at least 20 parents to come to the Swim-A-Thon to help count laps.

We always can use help with donations of prizes, and funding the post Swim-A-Thon party. Please contact Tim Leonhart our Head Coach if you can help.


What are the prizes swimmers can earn?

Everyone who participates and brings in at least $125 by 5/15/17 earns a prize.
$250 and $500 in pledges earns an amazon gift certificate . Swimmers will be entered in a raffle for other top prizes. USA Swimming also awards pins for everyone completing 200 laps and other incentive prizes.


How did we do in the Swim-A-Thon in previous years?

2010
$16,158
2011
$15,565.
2012
$19,565.
2013
$22,990.
2014

$25,700
2015

$24,983
2016
$20,000

















  






