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Welcome to a New Year 
2013 is now over and in the books. To all of our 
swimmer families, welcome to 2014! This will be 
the first year that our club will enjoy the availability 
of two practices facilities. We encourage everyone 
to take some time and set your swimming goals for 
this year.  
 
Member Poll 
We are always looking for ways to make Swim Utah 
provide the best possible experience for our 
swimmer families. We’d like to reach out to our 
members to see what issues are most important to 
you, and also to better understand the 
demographics of our team. In March, members will 
receive an email inviting them to participate in a 
one-time survey. We strongly encourage you to 
complete the survey which will ask such questions 
as which zip code your swimmer commutes from, 
how do you prefer to receive information, etc. Your 
participation and support is appreciated.  
 
Like Us on Facebook! 
Swim Utah is on Facebook! We would love 
everyone to join up and share your pictures and 
comments. Swimmers and their parents can find 
practice updates, team photos and links to swim 
related information. Just search for Swim-Utah on 
Facebook, or go directly to our Facebook Page at 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Swim-
Utah/175133972560496. 
 
2014 Important Dates  
Mark your calendars for some of the big Swim Utah 
team events in 2014. 
February 20-22 - Senior State Championships 
March 5 - 8 - 14 and under State Championships 
March 12 - 16 - Sectionals 
May 14 - Annual Swim-a-thon 
May 30 - June 1 - Swim Utah IMX Plus 
July 10 - 12 - Long Course State Championships 

 
Increased Club Expenses 
As current members already know, Swim Utah 
recently increased membership rates for all team 
levels in order to cover the increasing costs of 
operating the swim team. Swim Utah is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) USA Swimming club with a fee 
structure set to cover the limited expenses of the 
club. Other than coaching staff, all positions and 
duties of Swim Utah are strictly volunteer 
assignments performed by the parents and friends 
of our athletes. Club expenses include pool rental, 
coaching, administrative, web site, and other costs. 
All of the pools in our community charge Swim 
Utah an hourly fee to use the facilities; those costs 
are then redistributed to club members as 
membership dues. Historically Swim Utah has held 
practices exclusively at the Salt Lake City Sports 
Complex on Guardsmen Way, with a fixed number 
of lanes available to the club during prime 
hours.   There is a maximum numbers of swimmers 
that can share a lane depending on the size and 
speed of the swimmers, and our swimmers often 
found themselves at or above those levels. This 
situation has led to less than ideal practice 
conditions for swimmers, coaches and parents. In 
response to these conditions, Swim Utah reached 
an agreement with the University of Utah to use 
the Utes Natatorium as a second practice facility. 
The Swim Utah board believes it is in the team’s 
best interest to secure both practice facilities, 
which immediately increases our pool rental 
expenses. In addition to our pool expenses, the 
club is also grateful to have dedicated and skilled 
coaches on our staff.  At this point in time, the 
Swim Utah board believes that an update to our 
coaching pay structure is long overdue. As a result, 
the Swim Utah board determined a fee increase 
was necessary to ensure the continued success of 
the club. 
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New Swimmer Tryouts 
Swim Utah is looking for new swimmers. If you 
have friends or family ready for competitive 
swimming, now is a great time to start swimming. 
Because this is a competition swim team, new 
swimmers must reach a level of swimming 
competency before joining swim practices. In order 
to be considered for a spot on our team, a 
swimmer must be at least 6-years-old and able to 
complete 25 yards of freestyle and 25 yards of 
backstroke. Swimmers who can complete the 
minimum requirements may be asked to 
demonstrate other skills such as butterfly or 
breaststroke, competition turns and starts as part 
of the tryout process. While these skills are not 
required to participate, they help us correctly place 
the swimmer within our program. 
New Members tryouts are held by appointment 
only on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 4:30 
pm at the Steiner Aquatic Center (Salt Lake Sports 
Complex). To schedule a tryout, please send an 
email to Susan Winter at sawinter@me.com with 
your contact and simmer information.  Susan will 
coordinate with coaches and discuss the 
registration process in greater detail. New 
swimmers may participate for one week before 
committing to the team. 
 
Ute Natatorium 
Swim Utah is excited to add the UTE Natatorium as 
a practice facility! Just some brief history for our 
members about this beautiful facility. The 
University of Utah built the Natatorium in 1968, 
performing extensive renovations in 2005. The 
Natatorium has hosted numerous championship 
events, including the 1970 NCAA Championship 
Meet. The Natatorium actually contains three 
pools: a six-lane training pool, an eight-lane 
competition pool and a diving well. Extensive 
parking is available on the north side of the HPR 
Complex, as well as a number of spaces directly 
east of the Hunstman Center.  

 
Official Clinics 
Swim Utah works on the commitment of 
volunteers, and that includes our meet officials. 
Our current Swim Utah officials create 
opportunities for our athletes to compete, since a 
number of trained officials are required to host 
each USA Swimming sanctioned/approved swim 
meet. Best club practices suggest that Swim Utah 
should have 1 trained official for every 10-20 
swimmers. Swim Utah would like to find a group of 
6 adults to be trained either as a Stroke & Turn 
Judge that evaluates swims or as an Administrative 
Judge that deal with swimmers’ entries, timing 
equipment and scoring. Your participation 
contributes to the strength of Swim Utah and to 
the success that USA Swimming athletes enjoy 
locally, nationally, and internationally. As Swim 
Utah families we benefit from having “in-house” 
officials by hosting more meets, which means less 
time traveling to distant pools. Meet entry fees for 
swimmers are also commonly waived for the family 
of the volunteer official. If you are interested, 
please send an email to Dennis Tesch at 
d.tesch@comcast.net.  
 
University of Utah Swim Team  
Coach Joe Dykstra has led the Utah team to some 
fantastic results already this year. Utah Swimming 
participated at the USA Short Course Finals, 
breaking numerous school records including a 25-
year-old school record in the 200 fly. School 
records were also posted in the men’s and 
women’s 100 free, women’s 200 Breast, men’s 200 
back and men’s 400 free relay team.  Soon after 
the meet, the College Swimming Coaches 
Association of America ranked the Utah swimming 
and diving men's and women's teams 22nd. The 
next home meet will be on February 8, 2014 at 
11:00 A.M. mountain time when the Utes take on 
Washington State at home. For more information 
on Utah Swimming and Diving, check the team’s 
website. 
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