Age Group FYI #18
Our Monday Meeting topic this week was related to work.  I discussed with the kids how some people feel like work is drudgery, while others feel like it is an exciting part of life.  One way to enjoy the full benefit of work is to learn to enjoy it.  The happiest people have learned to enjoy whatever work they do, whether it is swimming, or writing a paper, or working construction for long hours.  Sometimes helping people with their work makes it easier.  The heaviest load becomes more bearable when we have help or support. 

Our attitude towards our work makes a big difference.  I told the following story about how one person saw beyond his daily labor.  A traveler passed a stone quarry and saw three men working.  He asked each man what he was doing.  Each man’s answer revealed a different attitude toward the same job.  “I am cutting stone,” the first man answered.  The second replied “I am earning three gold pieces per day.”  The third man smiled and said “I am helping to build a house”.  The third man’s attitude was much better and he was able to look beyond to the big picture and see what an impact his work would have in the long run.  As I discussed with the kids, attitude is everything – If you take the letters in the word ATTITUDE and correlate it with the number of their position in the alphabet (A=1, T=20, T=20, I=9, T=20, U=21, D=4, E=5) – it equals 100 – to me that symbolizes that attitude is 100%. 
Our theme for our Age Group shirts this year was “be happy in your work” and I think this epitomizes this meeting in full.  I stressed to the swimmers that whatever work they chose – have a good attitude and enjoy doing it on a daily basis.

