
 
• Other reasons to be seen by a healthcare professional would be a heart murmur, high blood pressure, or prior heart 

evaluation by a physician.
 
• Lindsay’s Law lists the health care professionals who may evaluate and clear youth athletes. They are a physician (MD or 

DO), a certified nurse practitioner, a clinical nurse specialist or certified nurse midwife. For school athletes, a physician’s 
assistant or licensed athletic trainer may also clear a student. That person may refer the youth and family to another 
health care provider for further evaluation. Clearance must be provided in writing to the school or sports official before the 
athlete can return to the activity.

 
• Despite everyone’s best efforts, sometimes a young athlete will experience SCA. If you have had CPR training, you may 

know the term “Chain of Survival.” The Chain of Survival helps anyone survive SCA. 
 
• Using an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) can save the life of a child with SCA. Depending on where a young athlete 

is during an activity, there may or may not be an AED close by. Many, but not all, schools have AEDs. The AEDs may be near 
the athletic facilities, or they may be close to the school office. Look around at a sporting event to see if you see one. If you 
are involved in community sports, look around to see if there is an AED nearby.

 
• If you witness a person experiencing a SCA: First, remain calm. Follow the links in the Chain of Survival: 
 v Link 1: Early recognition

• Assess child for responsiveness. Does the child answer if you call his/her name?

• If no, then attempt to assess pulse. If no pulse is felt or if you are unsure, call for help “someone dial 911” 
 v Link 2: Early CPR

• Begin CPR immediately 
 v Link 3: Early defibrillation (which is the use of an AED)

• If an AED is available, send someone to get it immediately. Turn it on, attach it to the child and follow the 
instructions 

• If an AED is not available, continue CPR until EMS arrives

	 v Link 4: Early advanced life support and cardiovascular care

• Continue CPR until EMS arrives
 
• Lindsay’s Law requires both the youth athlete and parent/guardian to acknowledge receipt of information about Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest by signing a form.
 
 


